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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Lunoi, IS® die Julii, 1846. 



GEORGE POULETT SCROPE, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



THE Counsel and Parties were called in. 

The Petition of the Promoters of the Bill was read. 

Mr. Talbot and Mr. Gorges appeared as Counsel in support of the Bill. 
Mr. Macdougal appeared as Agent for the Bill. 

The Petition of the Corporation of Dublin against the Bill was read. 

No Counsel appeared. 

Mr. Smyth appeared as Agent. 

Mr. Talbot was heard to open the case on behalf of the Promoters of the 
BiU. 



Mr. David Henry Skerrard j Examined by Mr. Gorges. 

1 . I BELIEVE you are secretary to the Wide Street Board I am. 

2 . How long have you been so ? — My appointment was dated in 1808. 

5- I believe you are the person whose duty it is to lay out several lines of 
streets r— I am ; tliat is a part of my duty. 

4- And to submit them to the board, or the Board of Commissioners ? — When 
ordered ; I do not do it voluntarily ■, I am ordered to do it. 

5- Do you draw the attention of the board, then, to the improvements you sug- 
gest at the desire of the board ? — The board direct me. 

b. State the manner in which you do perform that duty? — Applications are 
frequently made to the Commissioners by the rate-payers and others to make 
certain improvements, and the Commissioners, if they approve of them, direct 
me to view and report upon them. 

7- Upon your report these improvements are made or not?— They are proposed 
to be made. 

8. You have read the preamble of tliis Act, I presume?— I have. 

9- The first recital in the preamble, which states that “ it will tend much to 
the convenience and safety of the inhabitants of the city of Dublin, as well as of 
the persons frequenting the same, and to the benefit of the public in general, if 
the ways and passages, hereinafter particularly specified and referred to, be 
widened and improved is that true, or not? — So far as relates to the improve- 
Qients set forth in the Bill, I conceive it to be so. 

10 . The first improvement mentioned is St. James’s Gate ? — 

[A map, showing the proposed improvement of St. James's Gate, was handed in.'] 

11. State what necessity there exists for the improvements there at St. 
James’s Gate ? — The passage is a very leading one ; of public intercourse j of 
mercantile intercourse, and very narrow. 

12. Has it been contemplated making any improvement in that spot for any 
number of years past? — A great number of years ago there was a partial im- 
provement made in St. James’s Gate, but not the entire. 

1.3- Not sufficiently for the wants of the public? — No. 

U- Have the public shown in any manner that they required more improve- 
ments ?-~-There have been memorials very extensively signed presented to the 

orrunissiouers, calling upon them to do it. 

5*9- ^ ^ A 2 15 - Is 
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1 5. Is it not a fact that accidents have frequently occurred, owing to the 
narrowness of the passage ? — I believe so; 1 have been so informed; I neyef 
witnessed any myseh. 

16. From your own knowledge, you can state the improvement is one that 
is necessary 1 — Decidedly. 

17. Now, go to the next improvement, Mitre-alley; state what necesaitv 
exists for an improvement there ?— It is a leading avenue, and necessary for 
the carriage passage to the Cathedral, and generally in the neiglibourhood ; it is 
a very narrow place. 

18. There is at present no sufficient carriage-way to the Cathedral of St. 
Patrick’s ?— Not from the other parts of the town in that direction. 

19. Can you give an instance in which great inconvenience occurred from the 
narrowness of the passage and the insufficiency of the present mode of approach ? 

The one alluded to by the learned counsel took place in 1821 , when George 

the Fourth visited Ireland ; there was no proper way to the Cathedral, and it 
was obliged to he made through Palace-yard and through the Dean’s garden, the 
walls taken down, and a temporary way made at a public cost of 500 Z. 

20. In fact, has there been any meeting of the inhabitants as to this ?— I can- 
not precisely say that there has latterly, because that was apprcn^ed of by the 
Board of Comm'issioners of Wide Streets, and provided for by previous Acts so 
far back as 1817 . 

21. It was not carried out for want of funds? — No ; it w'as included in three 
Acts of Parliament. 

22. You can state from your own knowledge that there is great want of 
accommodation in that part of Dublin ?— Unquestionably I conceive so. 

23. Now the Corn-market ?— That is a small thing ; it is on an angle, to remove 
two houses ; it is narrow, and a great public thoroughfare. 

[A plan of the proposed improvement was handed in.] 

24. State in what manner you propose to make that improvement to St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral ; I believe % removing certain houses and premises specified ? 
—Yes. 

25. And the same way in St. James’s Gate ? — Yes. 

26. They are all set forth in the Act and the Schedule ? — Yes. 

27. Now, as to the Corn-market? — It is proposed to remove, T believe, four 
houses at the angle ; it is a very awkward pass, a very public pass, and very 
much required. 

28. In fact, I believe in the present state of that place it is not possible for 
two carriages or carts to pass each other coming in contrary directions ?— They 
can pass, but they cannot see each other. 

29. Of course that is dangerous? — It is in some degree. 

30. As well as inconvenient? — Yes. 

31. That is a great thoroughfare, is it not? — Very great. 

32. The next improvement recited is Francis-street, from Culpurse-row and 
Thomas-street, by the removal of the house No 9 ? — And some others ; 

3 , 4 , 5 and 9 ; the entrance is very narrow ; as you go further into the street it 
is double the breadth it is at the entrance ; I believe it is only 20 feet at the 
entrance, and shortly after that it is 40 feet ; it is a very great mercantile 
thoroughfare and very narrow. 

33. There can he no doubt of the fact as to the necessity for the improvement 
in that part — ^The Commissioners conceive so ; it is a great public thoroughfare, 
and required. 

34. The fifth improvement is to open a communication from a place called 

Blackhall-place to EUis’s-quay ; state what that is ? — The attention of the Coni' 
missroners of Wide Streets was particularly called to that improvement on two 
distinct occasions, by memorials from the inhabitants of that parish, and it was 
represented that they considered it was necessary for the public accommodation 
to open that communication, and I have reason to know that a public meetiUo 
was recently called of the parishioners and rate-payers of that parish general}, 
and that they have strenuously approved of it. 

35. And you have no doubt it would be a most desirable improvement ^ 
consider it would under the circumstances ; the thoroughfare is likely to be verj 
considerably increased, in consequence of the terminus of the Great Souther^ 
and Western Railway being in the neighbourhood, and that is the leading?^" 
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yp towaj’ds Smithfield and that direction, and the intercourse, it is expected, will 
be considerably incre^ed. 

36. I believe that is the last improvement mentioned Yes. 

37. With respect to all the improvements, 3mu have no doubt whatever in 
your own mind that there exists a great necessity for them, and the public would 
be materially benefited by laying them out? — I consider so. 

3S. Will you be so good as to explain to the Committee the manner in which 
the Commissioners levy these rates? — The exact mode of proceeding is this: 
when an improvement is decided upon, the Commissioners of Wide Streets make 
application to the Lord Lieutenant for his sanction to it ; that being given, they 
impannel a jury for the valuation of those premises ; the finding is then either 
confirmed or rejected by the Commissioners of Wide Streets ; if they consider 
it exorbitant, they have in some cases, not in many, rejected those findings, and 
when they are not considered exorbitant, they confirm them, and submit them to 
the grand jury of the city, whose duty it is then to sanction them, and it is then 
to be raised by this tax out of the city of 3d. in the pound. 

2g. Will you be so good as to state what class of persons ai-e generally chosen 
as Commissionei-s under the Wide Street Act ?— Yes. 

40. Committee.] State the name of the present Commissioners ?—There are 
26 ; principally mercantile gentlemen. 

41. Have you a list here ? — 

\A list was handed to the Committee.] 

42. Does the Act prescribe a limit to their number ? — The original Act does. 

4?. Twenty-six ? — Yes, there are four ; the Members of the city and county 

of Dublin are ex-officio, and the lord mayor makes five ; there are 20 other 
Commissioners. When a vacancy occurs, and by non-attendance for six months 
they vacate their seats, that is reported to the Lord Lieutenant, and he names, 
such individual as he pleases. 

44. Mr. D’Olier is a director of the Bank of Ireland ? — Yes. 

45. Mr. Cane the same?— Yes. 

46. Mr. Crosthwaite ? — Yes, a Bank director. 

47. Mr. Needham? — He is a retired gentleman. 

48. Mr. Eddington is a merchant ? — Yes, a private gentleman. 

49. Colonel Shaw, the son of Sir Robert Shaw?— Yes. 

50. Sir Thomas Esmonde ? — Yes. 

r)i. Mr. Carr? — Yes, he is a Bank director. 

52. Mr. Chambers? — Yes, he is a merchant. 

53. Mr. George Rowe ? — Yes ; he was Lord Mayor at that time, and a memo- 
rial was sent to him as to the improvement at St. James’s Gate, and he took a 
great interest in it. 

54- Mr. Cooper, Supervisor of Stamps ? — Yes. 

55- Mr. Leiland Crosthwait^r — Yes, a merchant. 

56- Mr. Macdonnel? — Yes, a merchant and Bank director. 

57. Sir John Burgoine? — Yes. 

58. Mr. Thomas Wilson?— Yes, a Bank director and merchant. 

59- Mr. Sweatman? — Yes, a private gentleman. . . 

60. Sir John Power and the Rev. F. Sadlier, Provost of Trinity College . 
— Yes. 

61. Mr. Perry? — Yes, a merchant. 

62. Mr. Ennis? — Yes, also a merchant. 

63. There are men of the highest consideration and the greatest respectability 
as mercantile men in Dublin ? — Of the highest respectability, and their services 
are gratuitous. 

64- How many generally attend the sittings ? -The numbers fluctuate ; three 
constitutes a quorum, and they sometimes have 5, 9, 11, 17- 

65- There is generally a good attendance ? — Very, generally. 

66. W’hat is the number that constitutes a quorum ? — Three at present at the 

board ; there are certain other improvements that must be signed by nine Com- 
ofissioners, under the original Act, constituting the board. _ 

67. Mr. Gorges.] For ordinary routine matters a quorum of three is sufficient 

•^Yes ; but if there is anything of consequence three very seldom act. 

68. For these improvements ?— For these improvements the book will show 

that there were a great number of Commissioners present. - « . - 

5iq^ ° A3 ° 9* Committee.\ 
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6q Committee ] Is notice given to alt the Commissioners of any particular 
hnsiness to be attended ?— It is set forth in the summons; it is my duty to 
summon the Commissioners. • 1 . « 

-0 Mr. GorgesP^ It is your duty to put the summonses m the tram of being 
served upon all the parties likely to be affected by these improvements ?— No. to 
serve the notices on the board. , , ..r 

71. Committee.\ It is your duty to summon the board !— res. 

72 And that summons specifies the object for which they are summoned?— 
Yes, such as these improvements ; they were several times before the board at 

vT'&me'ofthe improvements here contemplated have been before the board 
and before former boards ?— Before it was decided to include them m this Act, they 
were several times before the board for consideration. 

74 Mr. Gorges.] As to the extension of the jurisdiction of the Commissioners 
which they seek under this Act, will you state to the Committee the manner in 
which that becomes necessary r — This tax is levied by the grand jury and at the 
time ■ at the origination of it the grand jury tax only extended to what they 
called the district of the metropolis within the Circular Road ; and by a subsequent 
Act the grand juiw are empowered to extend their taxation to the bounds oi the 
canal, the borough bounds ; and being a grand jury assessment, we may caU it. 
the Commissioners considered that they were called upon to extend it, inasmuch 
as that many of the individuals residing in that extended district reap, or all of 
them reap, the advantage in the city from these improvements ; it was therefore 
only reasonable and equitable that they should contribute a tax, altogether so 
very trifling a thing. 

75. This extension of the jurisdiction does not in any way increase the exten- 
sion of the taxation, hut merely spreads it over a greater number ?— It increases 
the amount according to the extent of it ; it would bring more than 6,0001. a 

^*^76. It relieves pro tanto the persons who pay under the former limits; it 
relieves them pro tanto ^ — It gives the Commissioners an extension of funds to 
the amount of 6,000/. a year. 

77. Cojnmittee.] Levied from people who pay other taxes?— JNo. ^ 

78. Tliey pay no taxes to the Commissioners -within this district i\ot 

within this district. r .1 • • 

79. Mr. Gorges.] The fact is, if these parties within the extent ot the juris- 
diction did not pay, they would have the benefit of the improvements without 

paying for them ?— As they have had them for many years. 

80. Committee.] Is there any petition from these parties? — Not that 1 am 

aware of. . . i. c 

81. Mr. Gm'ges.] Does the property of the corporation, m respect ol wmcn 

they have presented a petition against this Bill, lie in this new district ?— I can- 
not say precisely ; I have been informed that it does ; I cannot say ; it extends 
over various parts of the city. % 

82. Do the corporation pay the rates, or is it the tenants "n'ho pay them . 

The occupiers of the houses pay the rates. . ^ 

83. There is no petition at all from the parties who pay the rates, but mere y 
the corporation ; the corporation are entitled to ground-rents of some houses in 
other parts of the town?— I believe so. 

84. They do not pay, as a corporation, any of these rates ? — I am not aware 
that they do. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smyth. 

85 . You say you received your appointment in 1808 ? — Yes. 

86. As it is your duty to lay out the streets that you are ordered to ao) 
the Commissioners ? — To view the improvements, when they are solicited, 

to report to the Commissioners. 

87. To -dew the improvements, when solicited by the public r — Yes. 

88 . And to report upon them to the Commissioners , -p nrf 

89. Am I to understand that you are the gentleman referred to in the 
from the Commissioners on Municipal Corporations in Ireland, as being engia 
as well as secretary ? — I am surveyor ; I am not aware of that report 

90. You state tW St. James’s Gate is a leading passage in Dublin .--1 
01. You state that the late Mr. Alderman Roe was very auxious abou ■ 

improvement- 
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iraprovement ?— When Lord Mayor an application was made to him officially, 
and he then w^as a meinber of our board, and was anxious about it. 

g2. He has a distillery, and close by it?— He may have; I believe he has. 
You will observe what I speak of is a memorial presented to the Lord Mayor by 
the merchants. 

93. You said Mr. Roe was anxious about it; how long is it since that me- 
morial was presented ?—T think about two years ; when he was Lord Mayor; 
the date on the back is the 23 d of January 1843 . 

94. Have you had any other memorials respecting 'the improvements of St. 
James’s Gate?— Here is a letter from the Rev. Mr. Campbell to Mr. O’ConnelL 
respecting the removal of houses at St. James’s Gate. 

95. Is Mr. O’Connell one of the Commissioners ?— He was ; this was addressed 
to iiim by the Rev. James Campbell, parish priest of St. James’s. 

96. Is Mr. O’Connell one of the Commissioners now r — No ; these are the 
proceedings on our minutes. 

97. What is the Rev. Mr. Campbell ; is he parish priest of that parish ?— 
I believe he is dead since. 

98. Was he parish priest at that time ?— He was, and solicited the removal 
of the houses. 

99. Are these the houses? — That was in 1838 . 

100. Are these houses you now seek to remove? — The same. 



101. Can you state from your knowledge of the locality, that the increased 
width is absolutely necessary?— I consider it a public benefit, and that it is 
necessaiy ; and unquestionably it would be a very great public improvement to 
widen it. 

102. What would be a public improvement, and what is a necessary improve- 
ment, are two difierent tilings ? — It is necessary to widen that avenue. 

103. Ai-e you aware of any serious accidents that have taken place from the 
narrowness of it ? — I have heard of them. 

104. Of your own knowledge, do you know? — I was not standing by ; I have 
read in the public prints. 

105* Will you tell me what the present breadth of the carriage-way there is ? — 
Two vehicles can with difficulty pass — {the referred to a map) ; the breadth 

is not marked on the map ; the footway and ai’eas are on either side, and they 
are not laid down on this ; I cannot tell you accurately. 

106. Can you give me the footway at present; not di.stinguishing the footway 
from the carriage-way ? — About 30 feet ; partly including footways and areas. 

107. Are you sure it is not more than 30 feet?— I am sure it is very little 
more according to this map ; I cannot say more than this. 

108. Did you draw that map yourself? — It was prepared by me in my office. 

1 09. Do you yourself undertake to say you made that map from a measure- 
ment, and that the width is what you state, only 30 feet or thereabouts ? — I believe 
•t is, and that this map is correct. 

11 0. Have you ever measured it ? — Not with my own hand ; I am not in the 
habit of doing diat ; it has been measured and taken from measurement. 

Your evidence is that it is 30 feet, including the areas and the footways ? 

—Yes. 

H2. Would you be surprised to know that from actual measurement there, 
the carriage-way is 2.5 feet and the footpath 15 , making 40 feet ? — It may be in 
part. 

113- Is it in the greater part what I state ? — 1 do not think it is ; I did not 
measure it, and I will not say what I do not laiow. 

114- Am I to understand the sum of your evidence to be this — that you will 
not say positively what the width is at that particular place ?— I cannot state to 
^ positive certainty. 

115 - As you cannot state positively anything further about that, we wiU go to 
Mitre-alley ; you say that is a leading avenue to the Cathedral ; is that so ? — No, 
1 do not believe that I said that ; I said it was necessary for a carriage passage to 
the Cathedral ; to that portion of the Cathedral ; but there are other passages to it. 

iio. To the Cathedral? — Yes, on the north side. 

ii“‘ What particulai’ part of the Cathedral is this ? — On the south side, from 
fievui-street to the South Close. 

ii^' At the South Close, what portion of the congregation are in the habit of 
519. A 4 entering? 
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entering ’—They cannot enter that way now, because carriages cannot go that 

™iiq. They have the other entrances?— Yes. on the north side. 

120. ' How many of the other doorways are open to the public to the Catlie- 

t One, the north side entrance, and the one on the west ; that is not 

generally open, seldom open. n ,1, j , 

121. Why not ?— I do not know ; 1 do not belong to the Cathedral. 

122. Are yon awai’e, as a person connected with Dublin, whether there exist 
any reason why that should not be open ?— I am not aware 

123 It is there, and if the authorities of the Cathedral thought proper to 
throw it open, the pubhc might have access that way r— I cannot answer that 

^ j 24. If it was open, might not the public go in ?— Unquestionably. 

125. Do you state of your own knowledge it is not open; the western 
entrance?— I cannot ; as often as I have been in the habit of going, not very 
frequently, I never saw it open. 

126. You wiU not say that it is not usually open ?— No, except of my own 

127 U it were open, the western entrance, that would be two accessible 
entrances to the Cathedral for the public going in carriages?— If it were open. 
128. Is there not an entrance to the Cathedral horn the south, open to the 

public? — Yes. . ..... -a. 

1 20. But not open for carriages ?— No ; carnages cannot get to it. 

130. Cannot the public go by Bride-street to Cannon-street, and so to that 

door?— Yes, they can. ^ t ^ • 

131. In carriages?— They can go a very great round-about, but it is not 
sufficient for the extent of the building itself and the congregation. 

132. 1 have brought you to three entrances that it appears the public havcf 

—In order to make that third, to make a good and proper access to it ; 

133. You state that tliis is not sufficient, the.se three approaches?—! did not 

say that. , 

134. The approach by the north; then the approach by the west gate ; and 

the approach by the south gate, by Bride-street and Cannon-street ?— Yes ; but 
in order to do that, the public must go a considerable round. ,, , , 

135. There are three carriage approaches to the Cathedral? — No, I do not 

think you can say that; they can go by means of one approach to tlu-ee doors, 
perhaps. , , . f 

136. You stated just now, if I understood you rightly, that this was not 
sufficient ; that the carriage approach to the three doors of the Cathedral is 
insufficient!— AH 1 can say is, as a public officer, I consider that it would he a 
very great public improvement. 

137. Do you know Westminster Abbey here ? — Not very well. 

138. You have seen it? — Yes. 

139. Have you ever been there ? — I was in once. 

140. Would you be surprised to know that there are not three carriage 
approaches to Westminster Abbey ?— I do not know ; I went on foot when i 

went there. _ . i, H nf 

141. You state there were great improvements made in the neighbourhooa 

the Cathedral when George the Fourth was there? — No; I said there ^ 
temporary way made for him, which was afterwards reinstated to its origma 
state. _ , f 

142. You mean to say that a way was made for his Majesty, and was aiie - 
wards done away with ? — I do. 

143. And tliat no improvement consequent upon that visit took place 
the approaches to the Cathedral r—None hut temporary, as I say, tor ttia 
approach. 

144. Do you state that positively ? — Which? , 

1 45. That no improvement was made ? — A widening in Kevin-street was ma^^^ 

which of course I know is no approach to the Cathedral ; it was part o 
original Act of Parliament that certain improvements should be made, and so 
of them have been done. - 

146. Since the period when you state that this temporary irnprovemen 

effected to enable his late Majesty George the Fourth to visit tKe 
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They did not affect exactly the Cathedral ; it was not the improvement of the 
Cathedral ; it was for the public in general. 

1 47. I suppose on that occasion his Majesty was one of the public ?— I cannot 
exactly tell you j I believe it was since he was there that Kevin-street was widened. 

148. Therefore effecting a good carriage approach to the Cathedral ?— Certainly 
not such as George the Fourth had. 

149. A good carriage approach to the Cathedral ?— It does not lead to the 
Cathedral, it only widened Kevin-street. 

1.50. How long is it since you were there to notice the approaches?— 
Within a few weeks I walked through Mitre-alley. 

151. Putting Mitre-alley for the present out o‘f the question, let me ask you, 
having been in that neighbourhood during the course of the last few weeks, if 
you will tell the Committee that there is not at present a good carriage approach 
to the Cathedral for the public going there V— Through Camion-street, and by 
the North Close, there is to the north door, and so they can come round to the 
west door, and if not, they will proceed to the other from the opposite side. 

1,52. There is, however, a good carriage approach to two of the doors of the 
Cathedral ? — Certainly. 

153. What is the width of the street there r— It is wide enough, but J cannot 
tell you how^ wide. 

154 This property in Kevin-stre ct rd in Mitre-alley, whose is itf— That 
I declare I cannot tell you exactly; I know Mr. Grattan has a considerable 
interest in it. 

155. Will you refer to the Schedule of your own Bill ?— The dean and chapter 
have some of it. 

156. What does the Bill state •? — “Dwelling-house.” 

157. Yes ; “ opening avenue to St. Patrick’s Cathedral “ Opening avenue 
to St. Patrick’s Cathedral ; dwelling-house and premises, No. 38 , Upper Kevin- 
street; owners or reputed owners, vicars choral of St. Patrick's Cathedral; 
lessee-s or reputed lessees, Samuel Spaiglit Reeves, and Edward Reeves ; occupier, 
Thomas Madden.” 

158. Never mind them? — There are under-tenants ; they have a very small 
interest. 

159. Go on: — “ Dwelling-house and premises, No. 39 , Upper Ke\nn-street ; 
owner or reputed owner, Dean of St. Patrick ; lessees or reputed lessees. Thomas 
Bushe, Joseph Boyce and Andrew O’Neil ; occupier, John Smith ; dwelling- 
house and premises, No. 40 , Upper Kevin-street ; owner or reputed owner, 
Dean of St. Patrick.” 

160. It appears by the schedule that in all these cases where you wanted 
houses for the purpose of opening this entrance, that the property and ownership 
of the houses is in the dignitaries of the Cathedral itself?— I have good reason to 
know that you are misinformed upon that subject, or are under a mistake ; they 
have an interest in it. 

161. Is this a correct schedule? — I believe it to be correct. 

1 (>2. If it be, are not tjie dean and chapter the owners of this property ? — Not 
entirely the owners ; they have an interest in it. 

163. If that be a correct schedule, are not they the owners? — That I am not 
prepared to say ; it is headed “owners or reputed owners;’’ then there are 
” lessees, owners or occupiers,” besides. 

t G4. “ Lessees or reputed lessees 1 see, not “ reputed owners” ? — “ Lessees 
or reputed lessees or occupiers they are lessees from the dean and chapter ; 
they have an interest in them, there is no doubt. 

165. Who? — The dean and chapter of St. Patrick's, and the Dean of St. 
Patrick’s in others. 

J h6. Are they or not the owners ? — I believe that to be correct. 

167. They are the owners of the property ? — 1 do not say that. 

'68. These gentlemen, the schedule being correct, if they like, may make 
this opening themselves ? — I believe they could not make it themselves. 

169. They are the owners, and yet cannot make the opening? — They merely 
hold m trust for their successors ; they could not do it ; they have not the power 
to do it. 

> 70 . You state that of your own knowledge? — I do. 

Were the public admitted to the Cathedral by , the passage made for 
51 9 - B George 
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George the Fourth, or was it only made for his Majesty himself r— I cannot 

answer the Cathedral on great state occasions, when there 

was such a thing as the instaUation of Knights of St. Patrick’s ?- 1 might have 

been : I cannot say now. i. • *1 

j You cannot undertahe to say whether, on such occasions, there was not 
sufficient facility given for the approach of the public ?— I cannot say 

1 74 I pass by the Corn-market coming to Francis-street ; you stated that to 
be a ffiace of great mercantile thoroughfare; do you state that of your own 
knowledge ? — Yes, I do ; I have seen it. 

1 7 K. And it requires to be enlarged ? -It will be for the benefit of the pubUc 
at large to do it ; it has existed in that state for many years. 

1 76 Do you state that it is insufficient for the present purposes, the width of 
the street there ?— I really do not understand what you wish me to say ; I con- 
sider it is an improvement necessary for the advantage of the public. 

1 -7 Blackhall-place ■ you have had two memorials from the inhabitants, and 
you' state that it a isirable improvement ’-It would be a great improve- 

"'TtS Do vou mean to say there is not at present sufficient accommodation for 
persons com'ing from Blackhall-place to the quay, or going up to it by the other 

streets that exist?— There is accommodation at present. 4 j , , 

17Q Is that a great commercial thoroughfare ? -There is a good deal of 
thoroughfare there; but it is expected that it will be very eonsiderably increased 
by the thoroughfare from the railway-thc Great Southern and Western. 

180. Is not the terminus on the other side of the river ?— It is on the oppo- 
site side of the river, hut close to the bridge, where it will cross over to the 
north side and to Smithfield ; it is expected there will be great traffic m cattle 
to the northern part of the town — to Smithfield. 

[The Wilness pointed out the locality to the Committee.'] 

181. Upon this point, with regard to the railway, cattle going to Smhhfield, 

what cattle which wanted to be conveyed from the terminus of that rafiway- 
which bv-the-hy, is not yet opened— would not their course he along the Mi 1- 
tary-road and Usher’s Island, and up Queen-street into the Haymarket, and into 
Smithfield?— It would answer; they can go that way, but it is expected tney 
would go the other. t t 

1 8a. Is it not the direct road ; could you make a more sbaight one .—1 ttimx 
I could ; crossing the King’s-hridge and along the quay. 

1 8?. Committee.] What is that ; the new bridge by the terminus I®. 

184. Mr. WA.l Would not the effect of crossing the Kmgs-hridge be to 
drive the beasts upon the narrow quays on the north side, away from the wide 

quays on the south side ?-No; because the opening into the terminus is just 
at the King’s-bridge. . , 

185. It is the south side of the river ?-No ; there is a passage to be between 
the terminus and the river ; a place where all cattle and goods will be landett 
fropi the railway. 

186. The south side of the river ?— Yes. j * 

187. If you drive them to the south side, to Pembroke s-quay, do not you 
drive them to the narrower line of quays of the two ? — It will be a more rec 
and more immediate way than the other way you state. 

1S8. If you drive beasts over King’s-hridge. you drive them ® 
quay than the quay at the south side of the river, which is, as I say, the pres 
ffirect mode of getting to Smithfield market ?-The quay may he narrower, 
i8g. Do not you know that it is narrower ?— It may be ; but I say the 0 e 

will be more direct. , - „r,rnmo- 

igo. At present, then, I take it, in addition, that there is no want o 

dation for the conveyance of beasts, or any thing, to Smithfield market . . , 

not take upon myself to say that; that there is no p-sof 

I beg your pardon, it is complained of by memorials to the LommiSiai 

Wide Streets. t- Itis 

191. But that memorial came from the inhabitants of Blackhall-stree 

signed very numerously. 192, Who 
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192. Who are the parties signing that memorial ’—There are a great many 
of them. 

[The Memorial was handed in.'\ 

Are they not the principal inhabitants and owners of property in Black- 
hall-street ?— Some. 

194. Are not they principally ?— I believe not principally; a good many of 
them. 

1 Q5- Do you mean to say any one connected with the cattle trade or Smith- 
field' market signed that on the ground of want of accommodation ?— It is so 
stated there. 

196. Do you take upon yourself to say, that having reference to the present 
traffic in that neighbourhood, that the new street from Blackhall-street to Ellis- 
quay is necessary ? — I think it would be a public improvement ; things can go 
on so there. 

197. It would be an improvement if you could make every narrow street a 
wide street ? — Undoubtedly. 

1 98. And upon that principle it is desirable ? — I do not say that. 

1 99. With regard to your Commissioners, can you state to the Committee how 
many Commissioners attended at the meeting at which it was decided to apply 
for this Act of Parliament ? —Nine. 

200. Give me the names?— James Pirie, in the chair; George Roe, John 
Macdonnell, Isaac Matthew D’Olier, Richard Cane, Lieutenant-colonel Shaw. 
Walter Sweetman, William Edington, and Leland Crosthwaite. 

201. Now you stated that if the Commissioners did not attend the meetings 
of the board for a period of six months, they should vacate office ? — Under the 
Act of Parliament, their seat becomes vacant if they do not attend for six 
months. 

202. Do you keep any register of attendances ? — I do. 

203. Do you check that regularly? — I do. 

204. Do you undertake to say, that of the 26 gentlemen, the Commissioners, 
every gentleman has attended once in the last six months? — The ex-officio 
members we have no control over. 

205. I speak of those appointed by the Act ? — I believe they have ; I keep a 
register at home. 

206. And you check that ? — Yes ; they must be reported, and it is regularly 
done. 

207. It is regularly done ? — Yes. 

208. You regularly check it? — I keep a regular roister of every time they 
attend, and it is marked down. 

209. If you find any gentleman does not attend in six months? — I then no- 
tify it to him, and he generally comes, if he happens to be in Dublin ; if a gen- 
tlemp is absent from the country on some particular occasion, such as attending 
Parliament, Sir Thomas Esmonde for instance, there is some little latitude 
allowed. 

[The Committee objected to this course of examination.^ 

210. Can you state to the Committee what particular powers three Com* 
tnissioners can exercise ; three is your present quorum ? — In some cases they 
can meet and form a board, and can sign a deed of conveyance. 

211. For what purposes ? — The Act states that. 

212. Does this Act, which you are now soliciting, increase the powers of the 
Commissioners in that respect? — No. 

213. Tliis Act only increases their jurisdiction? — Only a renewal of the 
ioi-mer Act. 

214. Increasing the jurisdiction? — Enlarging the district of operations, but 
flot the jurisdiction. 

2^5. Enlarging the field of their operations ?— Empowering to make new im- 
provements. 

216. And also to tax districts not taxed before? — To extend it to a portion of 
Ike city not taxed before. 

217. Are you acquainted with the 3 lst of George the Third, chapter 45 , one 

ot your Acts ?— No, not particularly ; that is the law department. , ' 

218. You are not aware whether that Act gives the Commissioners power, 

B 2 if 
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if they should deem it expedient to widen any narrow street at present ’-They 
have power to widen any street they wish, but they have not the money. 

21Q. You consider the present powers of the Commissioners to be sufficient 
to effect any desirable improvement ?— If they had the means. 

200 And they could, if they had the money, carry out these objects by the 
present Bill?-Tbe present Bill would not be necessary in that case, if they had 

the money- . • 1 r j r ^ 

'^21. The sole object of the present Bill is to provide funds for the Commis- 
sioners whose funds are exhausted ?— To provide funds to apply to these special 
improvements set forth in the Act. , . , 

222. And ail the past powers'!— The powers are adverted to m the Act. 

223. They are continued ? — They are applied ; there is no necessity to con- 
tinue them ; they are applied under that Act to these improvements. 

224. Then if you get this Act of Parliament, and powers to tax the inhahilant 
householders of Dublin id. in the pound, having already powers to effect any 
improvements that you yourselves may consider desirable, you will be then the 
perpetual acting body ?— No. 

225. Why not?— The Act is proposed to be limited lor seven years. 

22b. The compulsory powers are for tahing lands r — For the purchase of 

piopejty.^ fund account of the Commissioners entirely exhausted ?- The 

cod'duty itself has been extinguished for many years ; while in existence cevtain 
properties were purchased, and there is a remnant of that in the possession of 
the Commissioners. 

22S. Stillr— Yes. 

220. That account is still kept open in your books ?— It is accounted for to 
the Commissioners and audited aniuially. „ ... 

2-’o. What is the present, do you recollect, amount of tbatlundr — bomething 

like 438/. a year rents ; I think it is that. 

231. It arises from ground-rents of property purchased out of the proceeds ol 

the coal duty ?— Yes. . • o 

232. Is there any person holding at present the office of secretary jointly with 

^°2 J 3 . There was in 1835 ?— My father ; 1 was appointed jointly with him in 
1808 ; he held the office, I believe, for 50 odd years. ^ 

234. The amount of the emoluments of your office is upwards ot JoOl. a year. 

—I do not think they are so much. r * 

235. They have fallen off, then?— They have declined in some degree ; tor tnat 

I provide a clerk ; there is no charge for clerk’s salary, and that also mciades 
rent of office and messenger, and many things. , , • 

• 236. Do you pay the rent of the office ? - My own office, where the business is 
carried on, and always did, and my father before me. 

- 237. How many Acts of Parliament have you had since 1835 , when themum- 
cipal corporation inquiry took place ?— Two ; one in 1837 and the other m 

238. Gan you say what the expenses of those Acts were ? — I am sure this will 
be more than the former ones ; they fluctuate from 600 /. to 900 /. 

239. Will you state that that was the expense of the two former, each 
cannot ; I believe they were about that ; the first, I think, was more than tha^-^ 

240. Do you still continue the practice of giving compensation to juries- — 

We get special juries, and they are paid always, special juries. ^ , 

24 1 . Are you aware that that is a practice that has been condemned r > 
am not; I am not aware of any authority; on the contrary, it has been ou 
most beneficial ; there has been very considerable saving to the public 



242. How much have you been in the habit of levying per pound upon e 

,n the present rate; it has’ never exceeded 

7 , 000 /. a year, or 7 , 100 /. or 7 , 200 /. 



citizens of Dublin? — Three-pence on the present 1 

243. What was the total income of the Commissioners of Wide 

year ? — I must explain ; there are twm different incomes not associated a 
together, one about 7 , 000 /. and the other 438 /., or something of that km 

244. That is the balance of the coal fund? — Yes, that is all. 

245. Your receipts have been increased since the year 1833 ? Ihey 

been. . • +c of 

246. Have you the means of furnishing an account of the ^^^^ggjoners 
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Commissioners from that year ? — Not here ; it is regularly furnished to the grand 
• rv half-yearly, and we account every half-year to the grand jury. 

Cominitlec.'] To the Audit Office ?— Yes, annually. 

" g’ ]\^r. Smyth.'] Are those accounts published ? — I am not aware ; I know 
it is furnished to the Audit Office, and the other to the grand jury. 

■’4Q. You stated that the corporation of Dublin did not pay any taxes to your 

[ could not tell ; I did not say that 1 do not receive it. 

o'o I understood you to say the corporation paid nothing, but their tenants 
I said so, i said what I did hot know ; the tax is collected by the 
collectors ; that I have nothing to say to. 

n-i. Do vou take it in a lump, and do not inquire who pays it ?— Not at all ; 
it is lodged m the Bank of Ireland. 

of-2. Is there any means of ascertaining who pays and who. does not pay the 
j.j^je?_The collectors account to the treasurer of the city of Dublin ; he fur- 
nishes pay-notes to my office. 

053, Is there any body in your office who sees what payments are made, and 
by'what persons ? — Unquestionably there is ; the collectors lodge in the Bank of 
Ireland to the credit of the Commissioners, and bring a receipt to my office, and 
a pay-note with it, of the amount returned on affidavit ; and that pay-note, the 
receipt is compared with it, and entered in their book. 

254. That is with regard to those who do pay ^ what is the process with regard 
to those who do not? — It is the duty of the collector to collect, and at the end 
of his collection he makes a return of insolvencies, and that is returned on 
affidavit. 

255. Do you take these two returns from him ?— I do not take them at all ; 
they are the officers of the grand jury, and it is their duty to account to the 
officers of the grand jury. 

256. Are there no means by which the Commissioners take notice of defaulters ? 
—The Commissioners do not ; they are only accountable for what they receive ; 
on looking over their accounts, if anything very egregious appears, their notice is 
called to it, and the grand jury are apprized of it. 

257. Committee.] In point of fact it becomes a grand jury tax?— Yes, the 
anplotments are made by the grand jury. 

‘258. Mr. Smyt/i.] Do you say that your system is, that your Commissioners 
do take what they get, and as to what they do not get, they put up with the loss 
quietly ?— I do not say that ; we have not the power ; the collector is bound to 
fumisli an account, which he does, of his collection. 

259. Is that return conclusive with you ? — It must be so ; there is no remedy ; 
the law does not admit of any remedy ; where a fault is appealed, it is presented 
to the grand jury, whose duty it is to remedy it. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Martis, Julii, 1846. 

GEORGE POULETT SCROPE, ESQUIRE, in the Chaik. 



The Counsel and Parties were called in. 

Mr. David Henry Sherrard ; further Cross-examined by Mr. Smyth. 

260. I UNDERSTOOD you to say yesterday that the threepenny rate which 

is now levied by the Commissioners produces at present 7,000/. a year . mat 
is what we receive ; from 7,000/. to 7,100/. ia 

261. Then there is the 450/. which you have arising out of the old coal-fund . 

— Specially, by Act of Parliament j not applicable to. any improvements under 
this Act. , , 

262. I say that the 7,000/. derived from the first-named source, and the 450/. 

from the other, may be taken as the present income of the Commissioners 
There may be a sum of about 200/. a year in addition to that 450/.; that ts a 
separate fund ; something like 600/. a year. . , 

263- Supposing this Bill to pass, and a fourpenny rate to be imposed, for whKU 
Sig. n 3 power 
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power is taken by the Bill, the income would be about 10,000/.?— We were 
calculating this morning that a fourpenny rate, if rated, would produce about 
10,000/. on the tax. You will observe, and 1 may state, that though we have 
the power of a maximum, it does not follow that we are to raise that sum, we 
have never exceeded 3d. when w’e had the power of 1 s. ; now we only seek a 
maximum of 4 d. 

264. Commitke.'l Your full power is 4 d. instead of 1 s. ? — 

Mr. Smyth!] The maximum in the old Acts was 1 s. 

The Witness.] Now the maximum is 4fZ. 

Mr. Smith.] I will read this passage. The Commissioners of Municipal 

Corporations inquiry, whose report you said you were not acquainted with, 

stated to Parliament in 1835, “That the Wide Street tax being a tax. 
levied under the 47 Geo. 3, cap. 74, above mentioned, upon all houses in 
the city and suburbs, and bearing* a certain proportion to the Watch tax, 
this tax produces from 5,100 1. to 5,500 1. a year ; but complaints are made 
by the Commissioners of Wide Streets of the manner in which it is collected, 
and they seem to think that it might be made much more productive and 
they go on to say at a paragraph or two later, “The Commissioners of 
Wide Streets having obtained abstracts of the accounts of the collectors of the 
Wide Street tax, showing the* arrears both solvent and insolvent, and returns of 
the collectors of the Watch tax, distinguishing also the solvent and insolvent 
arrears, have found that the'arrears of Wide Street tax returned as insolvent 
bear a much larger proportion to the sums levied under that tax than the 
arrears of Watch tax to the sums levied for the same period, though the Act 
imposes the Wide Street tax upon the same houses, and directs the collection 
to be in the proportion of 1 s. in the pound on the value as assessed for the 
Watch tax. The Commissioners complain that there is no investigation of 
the collectors’ returns of insolvent arrears, hut that the collectors having 
made oath of the correctness of their returns, the arrears appearing upon 
them as insolvent are struck out of the collection without further inquiry, 
and not afterwards claimed. They state also that the collectors have been 
accustomed to include in their returns of insolvents’ arrears the amount of the 
assessments upon certain houses whose owners are perfectly solvent, but 
who consider themselves exempted, and are so admitted by the collectors, 
as holding certain city and parochial offices, and as such not liable to the 
payment of the tax ; and they state that there is no examination of the lists 
or of the collection, which continue to be made year after year by the same 
persons, whose affidavits are taken as conclusive and satisfactory, without 
any check or investigation, though the Commissioners have made com- 
plaints on the subject to the City Grand Jury.” 

Mr. Gorges stated, that he could show that the complaint referred to iiad 
been entertained, and that the matter had been rectified. 

Mr. Smyth stated, that it would he satisfactory if the witness could state 
that the state of things referred to had been remedied ; that this was the 
third time the parties had been before Parliament since the complaint had 
been made. 

265. Mr. Smith {to the Do you state that this state of things 

exists ? — Not to that extent ; it is very considerably improved 5 the collectors do 
their duty more efficiently, considerably more so ^ and I believe as efficiently as 
officers in their place courd do it; and that may be inferred when I observe that 
the whole applotment of this cess upon the city is about 7,700/., and out of that 
is collected between 7,100/. and 7,200 Z. ; then there goes on a portion of mat 
insolvent arrear to the following year, and so on ; so that the whole falling on 01 
the whole city is from 500/. to 600 /. 

266. Committee.] As I understand the machinery, it is this, that the Commit* 
sioners of Wide Streets certify a certain sum to the grand jui*y, which sum the 
grand jury present, and which sum is afterwards applotted with the other 
jury cess on the city of Dublin, and collected by the grand jury collectors^ 
Y^es, the collectors are appointed by the grand jury ; they are not our officers. 

^67. Does the sum required by the Coniraissioners come out of a certain 
aggregate sum of grand jury -cess, or is it Specially collected for that 
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— The Wide Street tax is specially collected for the use of the Commissioners 
of Wide Streets ; the same individual collects the two cesses ; the only remedy 
that the Commissioners of Wide Streets have, when they consider there is any 
retnissness on the part of the collectors, he is to make a complaint to the grand 
iurj', which has been done ; 1 have done it myself \vhen ordered by the Board j 
thinW are considerably improved. 

2oS. Where there is any deficiency in the amount collected required by the 
Commissioners, is that made up by the grand jury by a second collection ? — No, 
when the finding of the grand jury is affirmed and applotted by the grand jury, 
supposing it to be 10,000/., that must go on in collection ; the tax must continue 
until that is collected out of the city, and paid into the bank. 

269. Mr. Smyth.'] This is the third application which the Commissioner shave 
made to Parliament since the Report, pointing out this defect, and they have 
not sought by any enactment by these Bills to correct the evil? —I do not say 
that ; I conceive that now the tax is as efficiently collected as it could be by 
any collectors, and without any expense to the Commissioners. 

270. Has there been any estimate formed of the expenses of carrying these 
improvements into efiect? — Yes. 

271. Read it, and be good enough to give me a copy of it? — I estimate the 
expense of the improvement of St. James’s Gate at about 5,000/. \ I estimate the 
expense of the improvement at Mitre-alley at about 11,000/.; I estimate the 
expense of the Corn-market improvement at about 3,000/.; and I estimate 
the expense of Francis-street at or about 6,000/. ; these are only estimates of 
mine, but pretty near the thing ; and the continuation of Blackhall-street at 
about 6,000/.; ^together 31,000/. 

272. The Bill is a Bill for seven years, as it is proposed to the Committee? — 
It is proposed to continue it for seven years. 

273. If you got 10,000/. for seven years, that would be 70, 000/.? — It does 
not follow that we are to go to the maximum ; we have never done it, and it is 
not in contemplation now. 

274. The compulsory powers of your last Bill expired last year? — In July 
1845. 

275. You are continuing the collection of the rate during the year 1846 ? — 
We are ; because there is a very heavy debt upou it. 

276. So that if the present Bill is passed, although the compulsory powers 
may cease in five or seven years, or any period Parliament may think proper to 
fix, the collection of the rate may be continued beyond that period ? — For a vast 
many years. 

277. I think you said you had no details of the estimate you gave us of the 
expense ? — No, 1 have not. 

278. Committee.] Is the power of the Commissioners unlimited in creating a 
debt?— No; the power is limited for purchasing property or making improve- 
ments ; in purchasing property we cannot, after the seven years, proceed to 
purchase any of the properties referred to in that BiU. 

279. During the seven years, may the Commissioners incur an unlimited debt 
for the expenses of the improvements ? — No ; the original amount to be raised 
on loan was 70,000/. in the original Act of 47th of George the Third. 

280. Mr. Gorge*'.] You cannot levy more than the value of tlie premises as 
ascertained by the jury? — No, from time to time. 

Mr. Gorges stated, that the collection of the sum named might last 
beyond the time, but the Commissioners could not levy more than the sum 
applotted by the jury ; that the pow'ers of the former Acts merely went to 
this, that when they happened to have money in their hands, whether from 
Parliament or otherwise, they might apply those monies to any improve- 
ments they thought desirable ; but when they required to levy money to 
make improvements, they must come to Parliament and prove the necessity 
for those improvements, and get the consent of the Lord Lieutenant, and 
get a limit to the amount. 

281. Committee (to the Witness.)] Under what Bill have they power to bor- 
**~The 47th of George the Third. 

282. Is that a perpetual Act ?-'It is kept alive by the succeeding jActs ; they 
all kept in operation under that Act ; the Commissioners were empowered 

® raise a sum of money from time to time to perfect the improvements to the 

5>9‘ b 4 amoimt 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



JJf. 

X). H. Sherrard. 



14 July 1846. 




Mr. 

D. H. Sherrard. 



14 July 1846. 



,6 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

amount of 100,000/.; some of tlie improrements were heavy, and the applot- 
ments could not keep pace with the expense, and w'e were obliged to borrow 
money in anticipation, and to give security on the rates. 

283. What is the amount of the debt you have iiow incurred f—Sometlim; 
like 50,000/., and these different inquisitions unpaid; we are paying them off 
gradually; though this tax produces 7,000 /. a year, we have not an available 
fund of 2,000/.' out of the 7,000/. ; the rest goes to pay demands of interest 
upon the debt. 

284. Do I understand that you can only lay out 2,000/. a year?— That is all 
we have available ; we may borrow a still iurther sum in anticipation, 

285. The practice of the Commissioners has been to lay out more than that 
annually in improvements ?— From time to time ; in Nassau-street, a well known 
public thoroughfare, the improvements cost a great deal of money, and we were 
obliged to borrow money to do it. 

286. Can you give the Committee an idea of your average expenditure for the 
last 10 years ?— I cannot say. 

287. Has it accorded with the amount of annual rate you levy, 7,000/. a 
year ? — That is our income. 

288. Has your expenditure covrespoiided with it: — No, it has been greater; 
very considerable improvements liave been made in the way of borrowing. 

2S9. Do you recollect what tiie improvements in Nassau-street and Grafton- 
street cost, which you have lately done ? —I cannot say. 

Mr. Gorges stated that by the 47th of Geo. 3, the Commissioners had 
power to borrow 100,000 /. on the rates, and they had borrowed on that the 
sum of 50,000 /. already, so that there was a limit even in that sum which 
they could not go beyond : “ And be it further enacted,’’ {reading the same\, 
then there follows the form. 

2yo. Com7?nttee.'\ Having heard that extract read, can you state whether or 
not that is one of the Acts proposed to be continued by this Bill? — "^es, that i> 
the original Act instituting this tax ; this is the leading Act upon the subject. 



Re-examined by Mi. Gorges. 

291. Respecting Mitre-alley, will you state to the Committee what the sta[e 

of Mitre-alley is itself, without reference to the question of the approach to the 
church? — The houses are of a very low description, of the very worst possible 
character; I believe of the very lowest and most degraded cliai’ucter that can be 
conceived. . 

292. It would be necessary for persons going to the cliurch from the sourn to 
pass through that alley r— Foot passengers ; I should be very tenacious of walk- 
ing through it ; it was my duty to do it on one occasion, and I felt very consi- 
derable insult on that occasion. 

293. The Dean and Chapter, it has been stated on cross-examination, are m 
possession of the fee of the houses in this street ; is it not the case that the bene- 
ficial interest in these bouses is in other parties, who hold leases for lives renew- 
able forever ? — Yes, that has come within my knowledge. 

294. That is far more beneficial than the fee itself? — \ es. • f r 

295. Some of those parties who hold property in. this street are anxious 0 
this improvement ? — Mr. Grattan has a lease under the Dean and Chaptei, ai 
he expressed, in one of the other committee-rooms, that it was a very desira 
improvement, and he was anxious for it ; Mr. Heniy Grattan. 

296. The Dean and Chapter have made no objection to this ? No. 

297. They are rather anxious for it? — Yes; so immediately connec e 

the place. i.*ia;rnwu 

298. It was asked, why the Deau and Chapter did not do this at , 

expense ; do you know that the repairs of St. Patrick’s Cathedral are = £ 

he carried on by public contributions ? — Yes ; inasmuch as I have pai > 
friend and myself, a subscription. , 

299. With respect to the approaches to the church, it has been 
there are other approaches to the north and west; I think, 

row ?. — Through Cannon-street ; it is true that carriages may go 

300. I believe Camion-street is a very narrow place, is it not ? rartu • 

301. It narrows in particular parts ?— Yes. 
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302. Cowwittce.'] Is there not rather a steep descent as you approach the 
Cathedral from the north r—Through Cannon-street ? no, I think not. 

303. Down the North Close?— No, I think not. 

304. Mr. Gorgcji.'l There are, I believe, three doors to St. Patrick’s? — 
Three. 

305. One of which you stated to be constantly shut ? — Yes. 

300. And one carriage-way to those three entrances ?— There is one through 
Cannon-street. 

307. That is the one used? — Yes. 

30S. The one through Cannon-row, the natural and direct approach to the 
south entrance, is not used, in consequence of its present state?— No, car- 
riages could not pass there. 

309. You think it would be a great public advantage to have that?— Un- 
questionably. 

310. It is recited in several Acts, and has been legislated upon, that this 
Mitre-alley and other passages adjoining the Cathedral are very narrow and 
crooked ; are you aware it has been recited in the 47 th of George the Third ? 
—I am aware that this particular improvement was included in three previous 
Acts of Parliament. 

311. And Bills actually obtained for those improvements?— Yes. 

312. They have not been carried out r — Some of them. 

313. Not to the extent you think necessary, particulai’ly in Mitre-alley ?•— No. 

314. Can you state what the feelings of the late Government were with respect 
to this improvement ; you made a representation to them upon the subject? — 
Yes; when it was intended to bring in a Bill, we made an application to the 
Under Secretaiy in Dublin on the subject. 

315. Did you receive that letter ?— a Letkr to the JVitness.y-li was 
sent to me from Dublin since I came here from my office ; it is addressed by 
Lord Lincoln to the Dean of St. Patrick’s ; the Dean called on Saturday last at 
my office, and this was enclosed to me by my clerk. 

\The following Letter zeas handed in, and read :] 

Dear Sir, W'hitehall-place, C July 1846. 

You were probably not aware when you w’rote to me on the subject of the Dublin Wide 
Streets Bill that, in my then official capacity, I had no means of promoting it in the Coro- 
luiUee, it being a private Bill. Not having, however, since heard of any further impediments 
to its progress, I am in hopes that the Bill is in a state of forwardness, which will render it 
likely to pass this session. 

I am, &c. 

The Very Reverend the Dean of St. Patrick’s, (signed) Lincoln. 

8ic. &c. &c. 



Mr. Gorges'r^QL& from the following memorial; — 

To the Right honourable the Lord Mayor and the Commissioners of Wide 
Streets, the Memorial of the undersigned Citizens; 

Respectfully showeth, 

That your sei'ious consideration is imperatively demanded to adopt the most eilectual 
means ot widening to a sufficient degree the narrow and dangerous thoroughfare known as 
James’s Gate, in this city. 



Mr. Smyth stated that this paper had been in evidence yesterday. 

Mr. Gorges stated that Mr. Smyth had attempted to bring out that the 
street at James’s Gate was 40 feet wide, and that the inference was, that 
there was no improvement necessary, and that he (Mr. Gorges) would read, 
in answer to that, the remainder of the memorial. 



Through this veiy narrow thoroughfare the traffic ol’ the southern and western parts of 
reland with the metropolis is principally carried on. A considerable number of mails and 
“lage-coaches daily pass through it, added to which the general business of the locality with 
® city, and vice versa, venders James’s Gate upon the whole one of the most crow’ded 
i °,''°jj‘.§hfare8 leading from any part of the city. This thoroughfare is but 10 yards wide, 
j the footway, either side. The streets, either side, are 7U feet in breadth. At 

Gate this passage is suddenly narrowed to about SO feet; it is quite inadequate for 
traffic which nau.st necessarily pass through it. Many serious, even fatal, accidents have 
lives have been lost there in consequence of the extreme narrowness of the 



niiKr nuisance, this narrow passage should not be allowed to remain as it is; as a 

P ^ 1C advantage, it should be widened; for public si ' 



safety and utility it should be done 
immediately; 



Mr. 

D. H. SSherrard. 



14 July 1846. 
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immediately; on the part of the citiaens, whoae welfare and lives we value highlv, and ae 
are sure you, mv Lord and gentlemen, value highly also, we emphatically call men you 
to adopt the most efiectual means of carrying out the prayer of this memorial, ‘ ' 

And that this memorial was signed by a great number of the aldermen 
and town councillors ; and that he would now read a passage from a memo- 
rial from the churchwardens, on behalf of the parishioners of St. James's 
parish. 

The great intercourse continually kept up at this very narrow passage has been the cause 
of many accidents, some of which have terminated fatally. Your ineiiiorialists heg also to 
state, that the very sudden narrowing of said passage, being at either aide CO feet broad and 
upwards, and in said tlioroiighrare at the utmost but 20, renders the accidents and incon- 
veniences much more serious und niiinerous. Youruieraorialists look, therefore, confidently 
for your assistance, in not only doing a public good, increasing public convenience, but as 'a 
prevention of accidents and loss of human life ; and memonaiists, as m duty bound, nill 
ever pray. , . , 

Signed on behalt of the meeting by 

Thomas No‘whny'\ , , 

riiomas Ord, ) Ch“>ri, wardens. 



[Thefolloiving Letter was handed in, and read :] 

Dear Sir James’s Gate, 19 December 1 S 38 . 

A RESIDENCE for somc time at James’s Gate has brought uncler my notice a great pablic 
inconvenience. Between Thomas-street and James’s-street three houses project, and form a 
veiy narrow passage, in one of the greatest thoroughfui-es in the city, being the outlet of ail 
the coaches, jamn'ing-cars, drays, carts, &c., for travelling or trade, between the whole of the 
south of Ir^aud and this city. It is obvious that so narrow a passage m such a thorough- 
fare, between two wide streets, must be attended with danger as well as inconvenience, and, 
in pohit of fact, several lives have been lost in that spot within a few years. My object in 
writing this is to call your attention to the evil, and to request that you will be good 
enouerh to lay the statement before the Board of Wide Street Commis-sioners, with a view 
to getting tlie nuisance as speedily as possible abated. 

I have, &c. 

To Daniel O'Connell, Ks(]., M.P., (signed) James Cam'plell,v. 7 ., 

&c. &c. 8cc. St. James’s, Dublin. 



[Also thefoUovAng Letter :] 

My dear Sir, Mansion-house, 14 December. 

I HAVE been waited on by a most respectable deputation to request that I would interest 
myself about the long-contemplated and the much-required improvement at James’s Gate. 
I have had an opportunity for many years of seeing personally the necessity of the work 
being: done, and I have to beg that you will have it included, if you are seeking for a 
new Bill. 

I have, &c. 

To D. H. Sherrard, Esq., (signed) George Roe. 

&c. &c. &c. 



3 1 6. Mr. Gorge.’!.'] Can you state whether the improvements in Blackhall-place, 
without a reference to the question of cattle, are called for? — It would facilitate 
the communication with the northern part of the town for goods generall)' ; 
goods and merchandize, and so forth. 

317. Is it not true that Blackhall-street is in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the markets and Smithfield?— Yes. 

318. Are there not four markets held there weekly ? — Yes, two cattle and t^o 
hay and straw markets. 

319. And markets for vegetables, and so forth? — Not exactly thereabout, but 
in that northern locality. 

320. It is a great thoroughfare there ? — Yes. 

321. Does not it often happen that the streets are choked up for want of ac- 
commodation ? — Very often; cattle, corn and hay, and so on. 

322. I believe the inhabitants are anxious that this street should be made? 
They have evinced that by two memorials. 

323. What is the state of Blackhall-street at present ; with regard to these 
inhabitants, I believe something of the same description as this about St. Patnc ' 
church ? — No, not at all ; the Blue-coat Hospital is there, a public establisnmen • 

324. In fact, you have no doubt, in your own mind, that it would be a con 

siderable improvement ?— I think it would be. ... _ 

325. The opening of this street would lead to a direct communication r 
the terminus of the Cashel Railway along the Queen’s-bridge ? — Yes. 
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And that would be more convenient than the present mode of driving 
them round over the other bridge, and so on to Smithfield ?— I think so. 

[The follming Memorials were handed in, and read.-] 

To the Right honourable and Honourable the Commissioners of Wide Streets. 

The B'lemorial of the Hospital and Free School of King Charles the Second, Dublin ; 
Showeth, 

That a considerable sum of money was expended in building the Hospital and Free 
School, which edifice is universally admired for its many arcliitectural beauties, and is classed 
amongst the number of large and ornamental buildings which adorn the city of Dublin. 
That the approach to the King’s Hospital is consideraWy impeded in consequence of the 
four markcLs held in every week in Smithfield, and the avenues adjoining thereto, being 
fi-equently so blocked up as to be almost impassable. Tnat with a view to remove all 
causes of complaint in regard to those impediments, and at the same time to effect an 
important improvement, your Memorialists most humbly beg leave to suggest for your 
consideration the opening of a new street at the expense of Her Majesty’s Commissioners of 
Woods and Forests, commencing^ from Gravel-walk to Ellis-quay, by which means the 
public at large wmnid not only derive great accommodation, but your Memorialists, and 
the inhabitants of the districts surrounding the King’s Hospital, acquire a clear and open 
approach to the city. 

And your Memoriali.sts will pray. 

(.signed) Addison Hone, 

Agent and Registrar. 

To the Right honourable the Commissioners of Wide Streets. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

We, the undersigned inhabitants of St. Paul’s parish, respectfully, but most earnestly, 
beg leave to draw the attention of your honourable Board to the absolute necessity of open- 
ing a continuation street from Blackhall-place to the quays. In consequence of the supplies 
for the gi’eat markets of cattle, liay and straw, held four days of each week in Smithfield, 
together with the daily markets for potatoes, vegetables, fish and fruit, in the near vicinity 
congregating so much together the avenues of the great north-western entrances to 
the city, and all the streets and laires leading to these markets are constantly liable to be 
choked up, and the public inconvenience and difficulty of getting to the quays and into 
the city is of frequent occurrence ; besides which the vast local improvements going on in 
front of the Royal Barracks will be incomplete without this opening, and it will ako give 
facilities from the north-west a]5proaches of Uie city to the terminus of the Great Southern 
and Vfestern Railways. We beg further, in the most respectful manner, to state to your 
honourable Board that this important improvement, while it will confer great public benefit 
on the city at large, will also eflbct a considerable moral change in a den of vice, justly 
complained of in the vicinity of the Royal Barracks, and in close contact with the youth of 
the King’s Hospital ; all which can be effected for a comparatively small sura of money ; 
the premises to be taken away being of little value at present, while the new frontage that 
will be acquired may be very productive. 



W. J. H. Le Fanu, Clerk, 5, Blackhall- 
street. 

C. S. Young, Curate of St. Paul, 15, 
Prussia-stveet. 

Henry Price, 21, Arran-, churchwardens 

r Inf St Paul’s 

Wm. Harding, 68, Queen- • , 

street, " J 

Alexander Child, Arran-quay. 

Henry Dillon, 29, Arran-quay. 

Peter La Vallie, 27, Arran-quay. 

Standisb Mason, 42, Armii-quay. 

John Ireland, 7, Ellis-quay. 

John Askiii, 8, Ellis-quay. 

William Yore, Parish Priest of St. Paul’s. 
Const. B. A. Donnell, 32, Blackhail- 
street, M.n.c.s. 

P. Narroy, 1, Blackhall-parade. 

Thomas Grigg, clerk, 24, Blackhall-street. 
William Grenclon, 19, Queen-street. 
Thomas Browing, North King-street. 
James M Donnell, 14, Hendrick-sireet, 
Edmund Childs, 3, Conyugham-road. 
Henry Evans, 38, Amm-quay. 

William Hogan, Hendrick-street. 

George Childs, 31, Arran-quay. 

Robert Mullen, 21, Blackhall-street. 

P. O’Brien, 14, Blackhall-place. 

Thomas James Nichols, 18, Manor-street. 
John Moore, 17, Manor-street. 

5 ly. C 



William E. Ashley, 16, Manor-street. 
Benjamin Robinson, 15, Manor-street 
W. Courtney, 2, Blackhall-place. 

John Classoii, 3, Blackhall-place. 

John Jameson, Prussia-street. 

Mary Ryder, Manor-street. 

James Falloy, Stony Batter. 

Peter Hand, Stony Batter. 

James Hand, Stony Batter. 

William Bruton, Stony Batter. 

John Brady, Stony Batter. 

Benjamin Gibson, 4, Blackhall-street. 
John ('iasson, jun., 3, Blackhall-place. 
Wiiliain Haweis Cooper, Minister of Zion 
Chape), King’s inn-street, 31, Manor- 
street. 

Courtney & Stephens, 1, Blackhall-place. 
John Mui-phy, 1, Aughrum-street. 

Samuel McCormick, 121, Aughrum-street. 
William Graham, 40, Smithfield. 
L’Estrange & Bambrick, Implement Fac-^ 
tory, Smithfield. 

Joseph L’Estrange, Aughrum-street. 
Charles Heniy, Queen-street. 

S. Simpson, Blackhall-street. 

Addison Hone, Blackhall-place. 

John Lyons, 12, Blackhall-street. 

Win. Johnson, 22, Blackhall-street. 
William North, 11, Blackhall-street. 

Louis A. Le Pan, King’s Hospital. 

2 To 



Mr. 

Z). H, Sherrard. 



14 July 1S46. 
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To the Right honourable and Honourable the Commissionei’s of Wide Streets, 

The Memorial of the undersigned Inhabitants of Blackhall-street, Manor-street 
Pnissia-street, and the Vicinity thereof; ’ 

Showeth, 

That there are four large markets of hay, straw andeattle held each week in Smithfield 
and that in conse(^jence the thoroughfares to the said markets are frequently during the 
days of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday quite blocked up, particularly Queen- 
street. That Queen-street being at present the only direct thoroughfare from the Great 
Northern Road, through Stony Batter to the Quays, and the place from whence the public 
cars start for the great Western Road, is on portions of the above market days rendered im- 
passable for private vehicles, and exceedingly dangerous and inconvenient to foot-passengers • 
for these reasons your memorialists find the greatest inconvenience to themselves and families! 

Your Memorialists would therefore respectfully solicit your honourable Board to open a 
street from Gravel-walk to Ellis-quay (in continuation of Blackhall-plaee), by which the 
crowded streets in the vicinity of Smithfield-market as aforesaid will be relieved, and great 
public coirvenience and improvement take place. 

Your Memorialists beg to add that most of the premises to be removed are comparatively 
of little value. 



W. J. H. Le Fanu, 3, Blackhall-steeet. 
Rector. 

Thomas Guff, 17, Blackhall-street. 

C. S. Young, Curate, 15, Prussia-street. 
Henry Price, 1 Churchwardens of St. 
Samuel Belton,/ Paul’s. 

James Burke, 8, Blackhall-place. 

S. Simpson, 23, Blackhall-street. 

John Janieson, 42, Prussia-street. 

John Classon, Blackhall-place. 

Wm. Robt. Stephens, 3, Blackhall-place. 
Charles H. Hyams, 20, Blackhall-place. 
Thomas Way Bayley, 19, Blackhall-street. 
H. W. Goodwin, 16, Blackhall-street. 
Robert Mullen, 14, Blackhall-street. 



Will. Maddon, M.n., 7, Blackhall-place. 
John Lyons, 10 , Blackhall-street. 
William O’Neil, 11 , Blackhall-street. 
Andrew Hopkins, 5, Blackhall-street. 
William Magrath, 2 , Blackhall-street. 
W. Courtney, 1, Blackhall-place. 

John Classon, jun., 2, Blackhall-place. 
James Fallon, 10 and 11, Stony Batter. 
Peter Hand, 12 , Stony Batter. 
Lawrence Read, 8, Stony Batter. 
Terence Bindy, 6, Stony Batter. 
William North, 9, Blackhall-street. 
Benjamin Gibson, 2, Blackhall-street. 
W. Wynne, 1, Blackhall-street. 



,327. With reference to the doubts which have arisen on the construction of 
^^e Act which is recited in the preamble of this Bill, can you state to the Com- 
mittee what those doubts were, and how they arose ? — The Commissioners 
frequently, in the prosecution of their business, have found very considerable 
difficulty about projections in the various streets, and they liave taken the opinions 
of eminent counsel, and they have suggested; — the present Attorney-general, in 
one case when he was consulted, recommended the Commissioners should apply 
to Parliament to have these doubts removed. 

328. Mr. Smyth.'] Which Attorney-general? — Mr. Moore, and the present 
Chief-justice of the King’s Bench, Mr. Blackburn, and other equally eminent 
gentlemen, all recommended it. 

32y. Mr. Gorges.] Some of them took a different view of the matter?— Yes. 

330. The Commissioners were puzzled how to act ? — Completely. 

331. And that continues so still, and they require a legislative enactment 
to remedy that doubt ? — 

Mr. Gorges stated, that with reference to the high character and respec- 
tability of the Commissioners, he should wish to put in a letter found on 
the minutes of the board from Sir John Burgoyne. 

Mr. Smyth stated, that there was no doubt as to the respectability of the 
Commissioners, that he admitted that with the greatest pleasure. 

332. Committee {to the 'Witness)] Turn to a letter from the Dean of St. 
^Patrick’s, a(j.dressed to the Commissioners on the subject of Mitre-alley ; I think 
it is in page 167 ? — ^The letter is dated “ 40, Harcourt-street, Dublin, the 28th of 
October 1845. — The Dean of St. Patrick’s presents his compliments to Mr. 
Sherrard, and hopes it may not seem intrusive, when he solicits attention again 
to the approach of St. Patrick’s Cathedral through Mitre-alley. Several Acts of 
Parliament have contemplated the opening of this locality, but they have expired* 
The public are put to great and constant inconvenience on every Lord’s-day, 
from there being no carriage-way through Mitre-alley ; both sides of which, as it 
is short, should be taken down ; the houses are in such a condition, that they 
have fallen into the occupancy of the vilest class ; it is unsafe to walk throurt 
such a nest of infamy and filth ; and as the public attention is now much turned 
towards the venerable Cathedral of our metropolis, the Dean hopes the case 
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be favourably entertained by the Commissioners of Wide Streets, should they 
contemplate any application to Parliament.” 

333. How do you mean to dispose of the ground you take from Mitre-alley 
on either side ; are any fresh buildings to be erected, or is it to be levelled and 
thro\vn open ? —There may be, there will be, some to let. In my estimate I have 
criven credit for what that ground may likely produce. 

334. Do you contemplate the erection of new streets there ? — No, there may 
be some ; I cannot exactly say at present. 

335. I observe from the plan that there is a sort of field or garden behind 
these houses ? — It belongs to the dean’s residence, the dean’s houses. 

336. Are there any houses attached to those houses that you intend to pull 
down ?— No. 

337. All those improvements must have the sanction of the grand jury before 
they can be attempted?— No, the value of them, when valued by the jury; 
we must apply first to the Lord Lieutenant to sanction the improvement wiien 
the Commissioners decide upon carrying it out 5 and then if they cannot purchase 
the property by private agreement, which is seldom the case, they impannel a 
jury of the most respectable class of citizens, and all the claimants come before 
them and make the best claim they can for their interest, and when that is 
summed up into an inquest, it is confirmed or rejected by the Commissioners ; 
if confirmed, they then submit it to the Court of Queen’s Bench, which calls 
upon the grand jury to present it, and on being presented, it becomes a charge 
upon this tax. 

338. Is it compulsory on the grand jury, upon being called upon, to present 
the tax, or have they the option to reject it, taking into consideration the nature 
of the improvements ? — Not the nature of the improvements ; on one occasion 
the grand jury, as I recollect many years ago, in the case of one of the streets, the 
grand jury took upon themselves to object to the inquisition ; it was considered 
high, and the Commissioners held a second inquisition, and ultimately the 
property was taken at something less j that is the only instance I recollect ; they 
do not generally do that. 

339. The grand jury only act ministerially as to raising the rate ; they do not 
exercise any judgment as to raising the rate or the value ? — No. 

Mr. Gorges stated that the committee would perceive that by the fifth 
clause, it was provided that none of these improvements could be carried 
out without the consent of the Lord Lieutenant. 

340. Chairman^ Is it not mandatory upon the grand jury to present the 
amount required ? — I believe it is mandatory, as in like manner all other pre- 
sentments ; I believe it is just the same. 

Mr. Go 7 'ges stated that it had always been so. 

341. Coynmittee^ Can you state whether the limits of the grand jury juris- 
diction, the district over which the grand jury assessment extends, is the same 
as the limit to wliich you propose to extend the jurisdiction of the Commissioners 
under this Bill?— Yes. 

342. Has any inconvenience arisen from the state of the case heretofore that 
the assessment for the Wide Street Commissioners’ purposes has not been 
assessable upon the full extent for which the grand jury presentments are 
assessable ?— No, except that it has not produced as much. 

343. No inconvenience in the applotment ? — No, I never heard of any ; I do 

not believe there is any ; it is the province of the treasurer of the grand jury of 
the city of Dublin. ^ • -u i.- 

344- Is it considered generally an unfair exemption of the inhabitants 01 a 
particular district of the town from the tax for a common object ; have you 
heard any complaints of the exemption of that part of the town ? No ; the 
Commissioners in the discharge of their public duty felt that they were called 
upon to bring these individuals on that property within reach of their tax, inas- 
much as the occupiers had derived all the advantage. 

345 - Is that a suburb that is exempted ?-rYes. 

34b. Surrounding the town? — Yes. 

347 - I suppose, of late years, that portion surrounding the town has been 
much more built upon, and has increased in value proportionately more than m 
former times ? — It has. „ „ 

519, c 3 348. Supposing 



Mr. 

Z). H. Sherrard. 



14 Juiy 1846. 
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348. Supposing tbe grand jury has made their presentment upon an estimate 
delivered in consequence of a proposition for some alterations that had been 
approved of by the Lord Lieutenant ; if he approves of cei-tain alterations, then 
the grand jury make a presentment to find the estimate, the amount given in of 
the cost of those improvements r — It is the finding of the jiiry ; we impannel a 
jury ; having obtained the sanction of tire L.ord Lieutenant, we impannel a im’v 
and have a formal proceeding upon it ; that juiy bring in an award ; that inquest 
is submitted to the grand jury % the Court of Queen’s Bench, and by the judse 
presiding handed to the grand jury. “ 

34p. That being done upon an estimate, there is an authority given then to the 
pai'ties to levy the amount of that estimate upon the chargeable property?— It is 
not an estimate ; it is a mere formal document. 

350. An award? — Yes, of the jury. 

351. An award, assuming that it is for 10 , 000 /., if it should turn out that the 
purchase of those buildings, — for I see by this Act that the funds principally are 
to be laid out in the. purchase of buildings, —if it should turn out that the actual 
cost of the Mmrk to be done shall not amount to 10,000/., what becomes of the 
surplus ? — That is a case not likely to occur, inasmuch as the finding of the jury 
is peremptory on the Commissioners ; tliey are bound to pay the sum awarded 
by tbe jury. 

352. Are they bound to pay that sum ?— They have got abatements in some 
cases ; in Grafton-slreet that was lately widened, there was a finding to an amount 
that the Commissioners of Wide Streets conceived excessive, and they rejected 
that finding ; when these persons found that the Commissioners would not accede 
to it, they came into terms and made an abatement J think of 15 per cent, upon 
their awards, the Commissioners wisliing to save the public what they could, 
and then the Commissioners impannelled a new jury to confirm those awards, 
and acted upon it ; that I tliink is a case in puint. 

353. In the instance you speak of, it was a second award that the Commis- 
sioners confirmed? — Yes. 

354. When you talked of a surplus being in the hands of the Commissioners, 
that does not arise from an}’’ saving from any excessive award more than was 
actually necessary, or any saving upon the award, but a surplus arising from 
some other funds ? — The allusion to a surplus was the other fund ; we have the 
two separate ; the coal duty is the one to which I alluded ; there was a surplus ; on 
this fixed fund, there is no surplus ; on the contrary, it is deeply in debt. 

J 55 - ^f I understand rightly, according to the Acts still in force, and accord- 
ing to tlfis Bill, the Commissioners will never have the power of getting at any 
money more than is absolutely necessary for the purposes that the Lord Lieute- 
nant has approved ofr — No, they could not ; the money is lodged in the Bank, 
does not pass through their hands nor their officers’ hands ; it is lodged in the 
Bank of Ireland, and they draw it out by drafts signed by three Commissioners, 
and countersigned by me as their officer. 

35b* No work can be done under the authority of this law unless first of all 
approved of by the Lord Lieutenant, and subsequently, unless the money has been 
^ly assessed and awarded under the cognizance of an impannelled jury ?— 



357 « po they act on their oaths ?— Yes, and juries of the first respectability; 
1 was asked yesterday if we persisted in the system of special juries ; we find 
great pubhc advantage from dealing with special juries; they are paid fora 
certain number of hours, ten hours, a guinea a day, and it is considered veiy 
hard-earned money. 

358- Do you employ special juries? — Yes, we tjet juries from the special 
pannel. & j 



359 - Wto selects them?— The sheriff. 

I? member of fte corporation ?-No, not under the new Bill. 

301 . Mr, It IS proceeding in court, presided over by a judge in ths 

usual way E- We have an assessor always to direct the law ; a Commissionei 
presides 1 believe ; the proceeding is as formal and methodical as anything oi 
the kind can be, and will hear the closest scrutiny. 

assessor? —The Commissioners do. 

3 3 * 1 regard to the 100 , 000 ?. which the Commissioners are authorized 

to OOTrow. that is a sum which you may re-borrow, is it not ?— I do not under- 
stand that question. 



364. Suppose 
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364 . Suppose you borrow 50,000 under the authority of the Act which 
enables you to raise 100,000/., and you pay off 25,000/. with the 50,000/., you 
have the power to re-borrow the 25,000/. ? — I do not quite understand. 

365 . C'ommiiiee.] Can you always retain a debt of 100,000/. ? — No, we can- 
not ; we cannot borrow money, except on the applotments ; we must give 
security. 

366 . Mr. I w^ant for the present to confine myself to the question of 

the 100,000 /. ; you say you have been in office since 1808 ; now give me leave to 
ask you if you cannot recollect whether or not the Commissioners have not bor- 
rowed at one period under that Act referred to ; the Act w'hich gives you the power 
to borrow the 1 00,000 /. ; have they not borrow’ed as much as 77,400 1. ? — Upon 
ray word I am not prepared to answer that ; I cannot carry figures in my mind. 

367 . The amount of the present debt you stated ? — Something like *52,000 /. 
reinains unpaid. 

368 . Within your recollection has their debt been under 52,000 /. ? — Yes, it 
^as, and exceeded that. 

369 . Then, now you see you have the powder of re-borrowing? — We pay off 
oradually the money we borrow. 

370 . And borrow again?— We ai'e bound by our agreement to repay these 
debts by annual instalments. 

371 . Within your time they have borrowed upwards of 50,000/., and have 
paid a portion of that off, and then re-borrowed again? — They may borrow a 
further sum: suppose for a moment that they pay one 50,0001.; at present I 
understand by re-borrowing, it is part of the same money ; I understand this, 
that if we want a further sum we may boiTow more to pay 150,000/. for im- 
provements ; but these improvements must be all fiated by the Court of Queen’s 
Bench before we can borrow that money. 

372 . In every instance, before you borrow money, you must go Co the Queen’s 
Bench? — Yes; we must have the cost of our improvements fiated by the 
Queen’s Bench, and presented for, before we can give that as security. 

373 . When you borrow inone)-, you deposit a security ; the rate which has 
been ratified by the Queen’s Bench ? — No, we give a mortgage on it. 

374 . That being the collateral security ?— Yes. 

375 . Can you state that that is the only way in which you can borrow money ? 
—I am not aware of any other. 

376 . You do not apprehend if the Commissioners could find persons to lend 
the money without that process, that they would not have the power to take it? 
—I am not aware of that. 

377 . Cnmniitce.] Is there any power given by that Act to borrow more money? 
—(Mr. Smyth.) No; there is a report of the corporation inquiry, in which they 
give a general sum of the Commissioners’ powers. 

378 . Committee {to the Witness.]] Your power of borrowing is derived from 
the 47th of George the Third? — Yes. 

379 . Tliat is this, “ That the said Commissioners may "—{reading iUsame) ;~ 
these rates and assessments being the presentment made by the grand jury and 
fiated by the Court ? — Yes. 

380 . So that they may always have a debt of 100,0001. if they like?— Yes. 

381 . You can borrow no money except upon the security of the assessment 
approved of by the grand jury, which has gone through the process of the Lord 
Lieutenant’s sanction ? — No. 

382 . Supposing you had borrowed 100,000/. and paid it all off, you might 
borrow a second 100,000 L ?— Provided it went through the usual form, and we 
had that form as a security to give you. 

383 . If you had assessments to ^at amount? — Yes. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Gorges stated that he had now closed his case. 

Mr. Smyth was heard to address the Committee in support of the Petition 
of the Corporation of Dublin, and submitted that the present Bill at least 
should be postponed till another Session of Parliament. 



519. 
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Mr. John Reynolds ; Examined by Mr. Smyth. 

384. ARE you a member of the Corporation of Dublin? — I am. 

385. Are you an inhabitant of Dublin? — I am. 

386. Have you been an inhabitant of Dublin for any length of time ?— About 
30 years. 

387. Have you been in the habit of paying attention to public matters con- 
nected with the improvement and the local affairs of the city ofDublin?— Yes- for 
at least 20 years, I have taken rather an active part, particularly in the taxation 
of Dublin. 

388. Before I proceed to ask you a few questions upon that part of the busi- 
ness, will you allow me to ask you, whether you can state, for the information of 
the Committee, that the propriety of petitioning against this Bill was fully dU. 
cussed in the Town Council in Dublin? — Yes; fully and amply discussed, on 
a week’s notice, and the petition against it, that has now been read, was unani- 
mously adopted. 

389. Can you state whether, in that discussion, gentlemen of what we may 
describe as both sides of the House took part ? — Yes, they did. 

3go. The petition, then, may be fairly stated to represent the unanimous sense 
of the two political parties of which the corporation is composed ?— Yes ; I mav 
state that the corporation of Dublin is composed of two parties, differing in 
politics, and differing very widely ; but when this subject was under discussion 
they were unanimous in adopting the petition against it, and the leader of one 
of the parties — the Conservative party — stated to me (I profess Liberal politics 
myself), he stated to me that he would oppose that Bill. 

Mr. Gm'ges objected to this as e^ddence. 

The Witness.] I may say, probably, that it was opposed on this ground 
principally ; first, that the improvements were unnecessary in the estimation of 
the Council ; and secondly, that the citizens were so over-taxed, and so oppressed 
by excessive taxation, that the Council would not be a consenting party to any 
increase of that taxation ; their object being rather to diminish than to increase. 

391-2. Who seconded the motion for petitioning the House against the Bill? 
— Ihe motion was proposed by me, and it was seconded by Alderman Boys, 
to the best of my recollection. 

39.3* Alderman Tandy Boys ; is he, or not, the leader of what is called the 
Conservative section ? — A most respectable gentleman, and professes that 
description of politics. 

394. Committee^ Was this Council numerously attended on that occasion? — 
The general attendance is about one-half ; the Council consists of 60 members ; 
we generally have more or less, upon important occasions, than 40 ; I think, my 
recollection is, that we had between 30 and 40. 

395. Mr. Smyth^ There was the usual week’s notice given, that there was to 
be tiiis discussion ?— There were three discussions. 

396. On three separate days ? — Yes ; and they were unanimous on each aud 
all the merits of the question ; a discussion occurred on each proposed improve- 
ment ; a copy of that Bill was produced and read, and each improvement was 
discussed separately, and that conclusion was come to. 

397- Spewing from your knowledge of the members who composed the 
corporation, can you state to the Committee whether you consider that the 
deliberate resolution that the corporation of Dublin came to, alter repeated 
formal discussions, may be taken fairly to express the sense of the rate-payers of 
Dublin to be affected by this Bill ? — I believe so, because the corporation is 
elected by the rate-payers who are assessed for 10/. and upwards, and 60 mem- 
bers are elected by that body in wards, and therefore I believe that they may be 
taken to express the sense of the citizens of Dublin ; and were it not for that 
belief, there would have been separate petitions from the wards against the Bill ; 
but being represented in the corporation, they did not deem it necessary to 
meet. ^ 

39^* Seeing that the corporation on public grounds, on the part of the citizens 
at large, took up the question,, you think the inhabitants generally thought it 
unnecessary to interfere in it or petition the House?— Yes, I have no doubt of 
that fact. 

399- yoti state, as a matter within your own knowledge, that it is the 

intention 
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intention of the corporation of Dublin to prepare and introduce, the next Session 
of Parliament, a comprehensive measure, for the purpose of remedying generally 
the state of things set forth here, or adverted to in their petition, where they 
allege that the taxation of Dublin is at present excessive, and that there are 
numerous boards, the operation of which is vexatious ? —Yes, I believe that to be 
the intention ol the corporation, and I believe that they are forced, a portion of 
them, to adopt that course from the pressure of the rate-payers, who complain of 
the excessive amount of local taxation, and they also complain of the mode of 
assessment ; the aggregate amount of the local taxation of Dublin is about 
220,000 /. per annum, and in that sum is included four items ; namely, the Paving 
and 1-ighting tax, the Wide Street tax, the Police tax, and the Grand Jury cess, 
making an aggregate of about 220,000/. a year, imposed by irresponsible bodies, 
not elected by the rate-payers, over whom they have no control. The feeling is 
that the citizens ouglit not to be taxed except by representative bodies ; and 
amongst the bodies they consider the least acceptable, and probably the most 
objeciionable and unpopular, as regards their non-responsibility, is the Wide 
Street Board. If the Committee will permit me to state at the same time that 
the feeling is that the Wide Street Board is composed of most respectable 
men, and no fault at all found as regards their respectability ; but we believe that 
that probably furnishes a defect in the system, because they are men whose other 
avocations prevent the possibility of their attending; we complain that the 
board, consisting of 25 members, five of them are ex-olficio ; namely, the Lord 
Mayor for the time being, the county representatives and the city representatives, 
and 19 appointed by the Lord Lieutenant for life ; the Act does not require these 
men should be resident, and seven of them are non-resident ; there are two 
now present. Captain Taylor is not a rate-payer of Dublin ; neither is Mr. 
Gregory, one of the city Members ; neither is Mr. Hamilton ; but there are 
altogether seven of the 19 who are not themselves resident or rate-payers ; we 
complain, therefore, of the constitution of the board, without imputing any fault 
or any intention to them of doing any thing wrong. 

400. In making this statement to the Committee, are you prepared to say 
you speak, with regJU’d to this Bill, and the grounds on which it is opposed, the 
S3«se of the corporation, and, from your knowledge, the rate-payers of Dublin, 
and that you also speak the sense of the rate-payers generally '1 — 1 believe I 
do, without distinction of sect or party ; it is a matter of general complaint that 
no city ill the empire is worse regulated, as regards its sanitary regulations, 
than Dublin ; that it is taxed, and that the people receive very bad value indeed ; 
and we are desirous, — when 1 use the word “ we,” 1 mean the citizens of Dublin, 
represented by the corporation,— to get a Bill of a general nature, something in 
the shape of the Liverpool Bill, or in the form of the Belfast Bill, giving us 
more power of enabling us to economize our funds, which we regret to say are 
not economized by these public boards. 

401. Is it the fact that you attend here to give evidence on the part of the 
corporation of Dublin, and by their request? — Yes, it is so. 

402. Can you state, of the numerous boards there are in Dublin having the 
power of taxation, how many are elected ? — There is only one elected ; the 
Guardians of the Poor. 

403- Have you examined that Bill carefully? — Yes ; I have read it, not very 
carefully ; I have read it. 

404. Are you prepared to state, that is a Bill that it would be expedient to 
pass lor the improvement of the city of Dublin ? — I think it would be inex- 
pedient to pass it, and contrary to the wishes of the city ol Dublin. 

4 d. 5 . Turn to the I 5 th section of the Bill ?— I believe it would be looked upon 
as a very substantial grievance to pass this Bill by a great majority of the people 
of Dublin. 



4oli. Can you give a calculation of the amount of taxation which that section 
of the Bill would enable the promoters to levy in the city of Dublin ? — By that 
section they would possess the power of assessing a maximum sum of a shilling 
in the pound on the Poor Law' valuation ; that is altered to 4 d., reducing the 
maximum power to 4 c/. ; that would produce, bearing in mind the enlarged cii'cle 
upon which the tax w’ould be placed, the gross sum of 10,500 L a year. 

407- Are you w'ell acquainted with the different localities to the improvement 
of which it is proposed to apply that sum ? — Very intimately acquainted with ail 
those localities. 

519. D 408. Will 
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Mr. J, Heralds. 
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408. Will you take that map of Dublin ?— 

Mr. Macdougal stated that it was quite irregular to refer to the clauses 
while opposing the preamble. 

Mr. Smyth submitted that the course he was pursuing was quite proper. 

The Chairman stated that Mr. Smyth might speak of the clauses, but 
not go into them. 

409. As regards tlie approaches to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, let me ask you 
whether you have recently visited that locality ? — Yes, 1 have. 

410. Have you done so with reference to this Bill ? — Yes, I visited St. Pa- 
trick’s Cathedral after I read this Bill, and I visited it for the purpose of mea- 
suring the breadth of the various approaches, and I procured an architect’s 
tape, and I measured the breadth of the various approaches, and I measured the 
gross breadth, and then I deducted the breadth of flag-way, and I am prepared 
to state what the respective breadths are from that measurement. 

411. Mr. Gorg'd^.] Is tins in Mitre-alley? — ^Yes ; St. Patrick’s Cathedral is 
circumstanced something like Westminster Abbey as regards approaches ; 1 find 
that there are three leading doors, one towards the south, one towards the north- 
west, and one towards the east ; and there are leading tlioroughfares of the 
following breadtlis approaching to each of these doors : — The breadth approach- 
ing the South Close, the gross breadth is 56 feet, and the flag-ways are 18 feet, 
leaving a carriage-way of 38 feet; at the other approach from Patrick-street, 
which would be the avenue leading from the Castle of Dublin through Patrick- 
street and Nicbolas-street, the gross breadth there is 48 feet, and the breadth of 
the flag-ways is 18 feet, leaving a carriage-way of 30 ; the breadth of the north 
approach is 57 feet, and the flag-ways are 17, leaving a carriage-way of 40; 
then the breadth from Bride-street, wliich is in the direction of Stephen’s-green 
to Cannon-street, has been recently opened and widened ; the breadth there is 
36 feet, and the flag-ways 12, leaving a carriage-way of 24; the breadth of 
the avenue proposed to be widened, namely, Upper Kevin-street, alluded to in 
this Schedule, and in the neighbourhood ol' Mitre-alley ; the breadth of that, 
an avenue not at all used by the public, — in fact, they can go round considerably 
to go to it, — is 22 feet, the flag-way six feet, leaving a carriage-way of 16 ; that is 
the narrowest ; that is Ke\dn-street, in the immediate neighbourhood of Mitre- 
alley ; Mitre-aliey is so circumsfeinced as not to form an approach, nor to be 
capable of forming an approach by a carriage-way to the Cathedral at all, 
because the buildings, of wliich it forms a part, are in what we call at present 
the rear of the Cathedral ; and if they are circumstanced something hke the 
buildings at the rear of Westminster Abbey, if they were removed, the Cathedral 
would be perfectly insulated ; these buildings are incorporated partly with the 
Cathedral ; they are the property in fee of the Dean of St. Patrick’s and vicars- 
choral, and that place called Mitre-alley is a mere lane, almost at the rear of the 
Cathedral, w^here no person, not even a foot passenger, would ever think of 
passing. 

412. Committee^] Have you stated the length and breadth of that Mitre-alleyl 
— I have not measured it ; it is not sufficiently broad for a carriage-way ; it Js a 
lane, and the breadth, as far as I can guess, is about 200 feet, and the breadth is 
about 12. 

413. Well, now, having received the measurements of the several approaches 
that now exist, allow me to ask you, as a person tolerably w'ell conversant with 
the condition of Dublin and the wants of that locality, whether you are of opinion 
that decidedly the present approaches are quite sufficient for the public accom- 
modation in that district? — 1 believe they are actually sufficient ; I believe they 
are most respectable, kept exceedingly clean and free from any kind of nuisances, 
and that they afford approaches to the Cathedral for carriages from almost every 
leading avenue of the city. 

414. You have already particularized in your evidence the approaches from 
the Castle and the approaches from Stephen’s-green, which is termed the mos 
professional locality in Dublin ? — I have given precisely the respective measure- 
ments. 

415. And do those include the approaches from all the best parts of the town - 
—I may say at the same time that the Cathedral is situate, I regret to say, m 
the oldest and most dilapidated part of the city ; that in passing through it yo« 
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have to pass through a long range of very bad streets indeed, exceedingly nar- 
row, but that those and the immediate neighbourhood of the Cathedi-al are more 
than double the breadth of the streets that those carriages would have to pass. 

416. And with regard to this particular improvement, am I to understand you 
as stating that if it was made, it would really not, to use a common expression, 
facilitate the approach of persons to the Cathedral, requiring to attend it for 
religious purposes ? — I am quite convinced it would not ; I am quite convinced 
that those houses, being occupied by a low class of persons, are in themselves a 
nuisance, but I do not believe that their removal would open an avenue that 
would be used by the public in their approaches to the Cathedral. 

417. 1 will just ask you, siuce you have come to town, this question, whether, 
after you had made the measurement of the approaches to the Cathedral, you took 
the trouble to measure the approaches to Saint Paul’s and Westminster Abbey? 
—No, I did not absolutely measure them, but merely from seeing them so often, 

I am prepared to say that they are quite as spacious and as good ; I am sure that 
they are vastly better than many of the approaches to Saint Paul’s, more than 
double the breadth. 

418. And that with the exception of what we may call that poor population, 
which is very much to be regretted, the inhabitants of the immediate vicinity 
and the approaches are as good as can be expected ? — Yes, and those are the 
tenants of the Dean of Saint Patrick’s, and those parties deriving interest under 
them, and if they are there, they are a continuation of the approaches to the 
Cathedral. 

419. Now Mr. Grattan’s name, the honourable Member for the county of 
Meath, has been made use of in this Committee as a person desirous of seeing 
these alterations ; have you any reason to know that Mr. Grattauis favourable to 
this measure ? — Yes ; I am not at all surprised that Mr. Grattan should be 
favourable to it, and I myself should be favourable, probably, if I were similarly 
situated ; he has an. immediate interest in the part that would require to be 
pulled down, and he would receive a considerable sum for exceedingly bad pro- 
perty. I perceive he is the lessee of four of those houses ; the houses are at 
present occupied by a very low class of persons, and what is called a very inso- 
lent class of persons ; the probability is, and in fact I know, that the rents are 
exceedingly irregularly paid, if paid at all, and that for that dilapidated descrip- 
tion of property it would be advantageous to Mr. Grattan to get a round sum, 
under the verdict of a jury. I am far from imputing anything to Mr. Grattan of 
a dishonourable nature, but it is a principle that governs, I think, us all. 

420. With regard, in point of fact, to that property, are not the circumstances 
these, that the tenants are a very bad description of persons ? — I believe they 
are. 

42 1 . I believe they are persons of very vicious pursuits ?— Tliey are persons of 
very bad character. 

422. Their character is exceedingly bad, some of tliem ; I want to put with re- 
gal’d to the property ; they are what are commonly called persons of very irre- 
gular pay, or bad payers ? — Yes, 1 beheve they pay very badly. 

423. And I believe the landlord, in consequence of the character of the persons 
and the uncertainty of his getting his rent, will put upon the premises, in letting 
them, a higher rent than their actual value, in order to guard himself against the 
consequences of the precarious future? — Yes, very likely, but at all events they 
would be valued by the guardians of the poor at a fixed annual rent, which would 
he placed upon them, and that would be the basis, or a portion of the basis, of the 
valuation by a jury in the event of being taken down. 

424. Committee.] A jury would not give a fixed number of years’ purchase? — 
They take three things into consideration ; first, the value of the fee, the ground- 
rent, and then they take into consideration the intermediate interest of the lessee’s 
profits beyond the ground rent, and they also take into consideration the destruc- 
tion of the business of the party occupying the house, in the event of its being 
taken down ; if a grocer’s shop or a tavern is taken down, they estimate the 
business. 

425. You say that the inhabitants are a low population; are they dirty r — 
They are a bad class of people in Dublin ; they are anytliing but clean. 

426. They are dirty ? — ^Very much so. , . 

427. Now, in Mitre-alley are the houses 'dirty there?— I never was in them, 
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but jud-^ing from the exterior I should say they are dirty ; there are not many, 

they appear to be about fifteen or sixteen houses. 

43S Mr. Smyth.] Well, now, if there is nothing further that struck you at the 
time you examined that locality with regard to this Bill, I will ask you to pass to 
James's Gate, if you please 1- I should state the measurement of streets ap- 
proachino- another Cathedral in a very densely populated part of this city, that is 
not referred to in this Bill ; and the feeling I should say is, that the Commissioners 
of Wide Streets ought to have taken up the improvement of another part of the 
city before they touched this, wliich we believe was not requhed; and I may say 
that there is in the neighbourhood of the Castle of Dublin, within a pistol-shot, a 
Homan Catholic cathedral or a church, and the breadth of the streets approach, 
ing that I measured ; it is the Homan Catholic church of 



Mr. Gorges objected to the witness’s entering into matters which were 
irrelevant to the inquiry before the Committee. 

Mr. Smyth was heard to support his right to continue his course of 
examination, and to show there were parts of Dublin which had been 
neglected for a long series of years, and which required that cleansing, 
improving and widening should take place. 



Mr. Go’’ges replied. 

Counsel and parties were ordered to withdraw. 



The Can.mittee deliberated. 



Counsel and parties were called in. 

420. Chairman.] The Committee think that yon ought not to be permitted to 
produce any evidence as to the desirableness of other improvements than those 
contained in the Bill, unless they are such as have been urged upon the_ 
attention of the Commission by correspondence entered upon their minutes, l! 
von can prove that requests have been made to the Commission at various times 
in favour of widening the approaches of this Catholic chapel, or of any other 
part of Dublin, you can go into evidence respecting the desirableness of those 
improvements, but not in respect to those which have not been suggested to the 

Commission. , ^ , i-, x u 

430. Mr. Smyth.] Then, Mr. Reynolds, we will take St- Jamess Gate, alter 

that intimation upon the part'of the Committee ; will you have the goodness to 
state to me whether you have lately, with reference to this Bill, examined bt. 
James’s Gate r — Yes, I have. , , 

431. Will you have the goodness to describe shortly to the Committee what 
is the situation of that part of Dublin, and what are the facilities at present 
atForded to the traffic of that neighbourhood, keeping particularly ^ m mind 
the actual measurement of it ?-I Measured the approaches at Jamess Uate m 
the same manner as 1 measured those at St. Patrick’s, and I beg to state to tne 
Committee that the particular part which is known by the name ot James s 
Gate is a passage between Tbomas-street and James’s-street ; it forms a ki“d oi 
junction. Thoinas-street is a broad street, and so is James’s-street, and at 
particular part called James’s Gate, the part proposed to be improved, 1 hnd tae 
breadth to be at the Thomas-street end 40 feet, and the flag-way is 15, leaving 
a carriage-way of 25 feet ; and at the James’s-street end the total breadtii is 
32 feet, and the flag-way is 10 feet, leaving the carriage-way 22 

I beg to state that that avenue leads to the Great Munster-road, ro^ 
the city of Dublin towards the province of Munster, and that it is throng 
that avenue that the mail-coaches pass daily, and also the stage-coacie 
and caravans, and that there is no curve • it is a perfectly straig 
the whole way, and at the narrowest part there is breadth enough tor 
carriages; and I heg also to state to the Committee that the terminus o 
Cashel Railway, the Great Southern and Western Railway, is in the 
the Liffey, at the King’s-bridge, and that that railway is to be opened early ■ ■ 
month, and that the mml-coaches and stage-coaches will then cease o 
through James’s Gate, and that that thoroughfare will be then relieved 
enormous extent, because it is the traffic from the province of Munster, an 
neighbouring county of Kildare, that at present crowd it ; and . j^st 

that James’s Gate passage were sufficient to accommodate the traffic tor 
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50 years, it ought to be more than sufficient to accommodate the traffic that is 
likely to pass through it, bearing in mind the opening of the C^hel Railway. 

432. Now, then, Mr. Reynolds, canyon state of your own knowledge, and 
sneaking from your acquaintance with Dublin, that James’s Gate is at present 
sufficient for the traffic of that district ? — I do believe that it is quite sufficient ; 
and although I heard of accidents, stated here by a witness yesterday, I cannot 
cjjai-o-e my memory with ever hearing of the loss of life, or any accident there ; 

I do^ot mean to state that accidents have not occurred, but I state, that I do not 
recollect any ; and I beg to state, that the narrowest part of that passage is 22 
feet and that it could be considerably enlarged by diminishing the flag- 
VQv; and I should state that I measured the passage at Temple Bar, and that it 
is only 18 feet, and that I believe more carriages and traffic pass through that 
thoroughfare in a week than pass through James’s Gate in a year. 

433- Committee.] You mean the gate at Temple Bar ? — Yes, 1 mean the gate at 
Temple Bar, and 1 have measured also Ludgate Hill, and I find that it is 21 feet, a 
foot less than James’s Gate at the narrowest part, and on that account I do 
believe that it would be a wanton expenditure of the public money by taxation 
to expend anything on James’s Gate. 

434. The carriage-road at Temple Bar is 18 feet clear?— The space under the 
gateway is 18 feet, according to my measurement. 

435. And you state that the narrowest part of James’s Gate is 22 ?— Yes : and 
tlie flag-way is 10, and the flag-way at the broad part is 15 ; it is unnecessarily 
broad. 

436. Mr. Smyth.] What is the width of the carriage-way at the broadest part ? 
—Twenty-five feet, and the flag-way 15 feet ; and, I believe, that those who are 
most anxious for this improvement, as it is called, of James’s Gate, are the parties 
who wish to divide the purchase-money ; the owners of those premises that are 
at present of very little value. 

437. Now, having observed that Ludgate Hill is only 21 feet, and that James’s 
Gate is 22 feet, are you of opinion that that is sufficient for the traffic of Dublin 
in that direction ? — I am of that opinion ; and I believe it would be a wanton 
expenditure of money to lay out any on it. 

438. Well, now w'e will come to the Corn-market? — The Corn-market — the 

total breadth of 

Mr. Gorges stated that he understood Mr. Smyth to have conceded this 
point. 

Mr. Smyth stated that what he had said was, that he would not address 
to the Committee any observations upon it. 

Tlie IVitjjess.] I should say that the corporation opposed every part of the 
BiU. 

439. Have the goodness to state it ? — The total breadth is 34 feet, and the 
flag-way is 10, leaving 24 feet for the cai’riage-way. 

440. In your judgment, is a carriage-way of 24 feet sufficient for the traffic of 
that part of the town ? — Yes ; but at that particular part I may say, that, although 
the carriage-way is 24 feet broad, there is a curve ; it is not a straight line, as 
the James’s Gate line is. 

441. There is a curve there which you apprehend is inconvenient ; is that 
what you say ? — Yes, I believe that curve to be inconvenient, but not so incon- 
venient as to warrant a Bill. 

The Committee intimated to the witness that the learned counsel had 
some cause to complain of his not confining himself to simply answering 
the questions. 

The Witness.] I beg to state that I have every anxiety to state all the facts 
to the Committee, and nothing but the facts. 

442. Mr. Smyth^ Now, we will go to Blackhall-place ; what is your know- 
ledge of that locality ? — This is the map of Blackhall-place and the neighbour- 
hood- — [exhibiting a map to the Committee^ 

443. Mr. Gorges.] What is that map ? — It is a map made out by the engineer 
of the corporation, Mr. Meverley ; the property coloured pink upon it, is the 
property of the Corporation of Dublin ; that is coloured pink, and Blackhall- 
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place is part of it, or at least tlie greater part of it ; the proposed improvementwould 
ruE through a square of ground upon which there are several buildings included 
between Wood-lane and John-street, and would cut, according to my recollection 
through a part marked here, Tide’s Bowling Green ; now that I believe to be 
ail unnecessary improvement, and an uncalled-for one, because Blackhall-place 
is a private street, not enjoying any traffic, and not being a thoroughfare, and 
being in the immediate neighbourhood of Queen-street ; Queen-street is to the 
east of Blackhall-street. 

444. And is Queen-street a large and convenient street ? — Queen-street is the 
avenue leading from North Kevin-street and Oxentown-green to the Queen’s- 
bridge ; to the Queen’s-bridge on the River Liffey ; and that has immediate 
connexion with Blackhall-street, and it also has immediate connexion with the 
great cattle-market at Smithheld and the hay-market. 

445. Is it a large and convenient street ?— It is a large and convenient street, 
and it is the established avenue of traffic between those localities and the Queen’s- 
bridge. 

446. Co 7 muitlee.'\ Do you know the width of that ? — No, I have not measured 
it; there is no complaint as regards the breadth of it. 

447. Cannot you tell us at a guess what is the width of it ; you say it is large 
and commodious ? — Why, merely on a rough calculation, I take the narrow part 
of the carriage-way to be 40 feet. 

44S. Mr. Should you say that that street is a convenient and suitable 

one for the purpose of approaching that market? — I believe it to be most con- 
venient, and I believe that if the parties living in Blackhall-street are desirous 
for a communication with the River Liffey, they have it by passing through 
Wood-lane and through Silver-street, which brings them in on the bridge next 
the Military Tower, and that there is no traffic in that neighbourhood to demand 
that change. 

449. Well, now then, with regard to the remaining place, that is Francis- 
street, and the projected improvements there ; is that Francis-street, as has been 
described to the Committee, a place of great mercantile thoroughfare ?— No, it 
IS not ; it is occupied by a small class of shop-keepers, grocers and public- 
houses j a very low class ; there is no great mercantile establishment there. 

450. Committee.'] But is it a thoroughfare for traffic ? — I cannot sayitis;it 
is not a leading thoroughfare from any particular district ; there is a considerable 
population about it, but I am not aware that there is a very leading thoroughfare. 

451. Do you know whether there is much passing of carts and carriages 
backwards and forwards ? — There is a great deal of carts ; in fact, through almost 
all the streets of Dublin there is a great deal of traffic. 

452. Mr. Smyth.] Now, then, should you say that that street is, as it at 
present stands, sufficient for the traffic of carts that go through it?— Why, it 
has been in its present state for more than a century, and I have no doubt what- 
ever that it would be an improvement to widen it ; but i believe that it is not 
a matter imperatively called for. 

453. You consider it would be an improvement, no doubt?— Yes. 

454. You would consider it an improvement to widen every street of the 
town?— Yes ; I believe it would be an improvement to widen the streets, but I 
believe it is not a matter of necessity. 

455. Is it such an improvement as you would call a necessary or an expedient 

one, for these Commissioners to apply to Parliament for the purpose of taxing 
the community of Dublin ?— My feeling is, that I would not impute to those 
Commissioners, nor to any responsible Board 

456. Will you be good enough to tell me whether or not, from your know- 

ledge of Dublin, you would say that the traffic thi'ough that street is a tramc 
which makes it a necessary and expedient act upon the part of these Commis- 
sioners to tax the public for the purpose of widening it — I may say that it ^ a 
narrow street, and that I believe the public would be accommodated by wide^g 
it, as they would be by widening any street through which there was a consider- 
able thoroughfare. , 

4.57. Committee.] Is it one of the most requisite improvements of that km 
in the city of Dublin ? — Not at all ; not by any means. _ ,, 

458. Mr. Smyth.] If a selection were to be made of those things which really 
are necessary and expedient for the purpose of Wide Street improvements, 
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your opinion this is not one that ought to be selected?— That ought to be 
selected first ; am I to understand you as saying that ? 

Yes ; selected first r— Well, I believe it is not ; I believe there are others 
demanding widening more imperatively than that. 

460. Now, then, following that up ; having reference to the sanitar}^ condition 
of Dublin, having reference to the state of imcleanliness and unhealthiness which 
are known to exist ? 

Mr. objected to the question. 

The Witness.'] Will the Committee permit me to say, with reference to 
Francis-street, lest I should not be sufficiently understood, that I believe 
that that particular spot is too narrow ; that I believe it is inconveniently 
narrow ? 

461. Mr. Smyih^ With regard to the question which I was just going to put, 
and which I beg to repeat, with reference to the sanitary condition of Dublin 
particularly, and to the wants of Dublin in the way of opening the Wide Streets, 
and widening the streets in those parts, whether their present narrowness is not 
only inconvenient for public purposes of traffic, but injurious to the health of 
the inhabitants ; should you state generally that the selections which are made 
by this Bill are those which are the most necessary and expedient to be carried 
into effect? — I say decidedly they are not. 

46;2. Can you state positively and particularly, for the information of te 
Committee, other localities in \vhich, regard being had to the public convenience 
with respect to traffic and the health of the inhabitants, improvements such as 
the Wide Street Commissioners are expected to give, are imperatively required? 

Mr. Gorges objected to the question, on the ground that it had nothing 
to do with the present inquiry. 

Mr. Smyth was heard to support his right to put the question. 

The Committee intimated to Mr. Smyth that there w'as a passage in the 
6Gth Standing Order of the House of Commons, page 40, to the following 
effect: “That no petition against a private Bill be taken into consideration 
by the Committee on such Bill, which shall not distinctly specify the ground 
on which the petitioner objects to any of the provisions thereof; and that 
the petitioner be only heard on such grounds to state it.” 

The Chairman directed Mr. Smyth to put the question to the Witness 
generally. 

463. Mr. Smyth.] Putting the matter, generally speaking, are you prepared to 
state that other improvements are more called for and more necessary in the city 
of Dublin ? — 1 am prepared to state, from a minute knowledge of every part of 
the city of Dublin, and without naming any particular locality, that with refer- 
ence to the sanitary improvements and to the feelings of the public, there are 
very many streets indeed that demand improvement more than the ones included 
in that Bill. 

464. Committee.'] That is your opinion ? — That is my opinion. 

465- Following it up, can you say the same with respect to the conveniences 
for traffic also; are these the most preferable that can be made in the city of 
Dublin?— From that I would except two, namely, the Corn-market and Francis- 
street ; and holding in view the other communication, I believe I can safely 
answer that question in the affirmative. 

Mr. Smyth stated that this was all the evidence which he had to offer to 
the Committee. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Gorges. 

466. Now I have a few questions to ask you, Mr. Reynolds ; you stated that 
you have taken an active part in the taxation of Dublin ; I believe that you took 
th ^ brought forward a motion in the corporation relative to 

0 borough- rate, did you not, some time ago ? — No ; but I opposed the motion 
or the imposition of a borough-rate. 

407. In your speech in the corporation I believe you stated that the funds of 

0 corporation had been mismanaged ; is not that the case ? — I stated 
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Mr. Smylh stated that the learned counsel had said a good deal about 
relevancy, and submitted that this matter was quite irrelevant to the inquiry. 

Mr. Gorges stated that he wished to go into it for the purpose of showiu" 
what the feeling of the City of Dublin was. ° 

The Commiltee intimated to the learned counsel that he had better not 
follow it up. 

468. Mr. Gorges.] Now 1 will go to Mitre-alley ; will you state to the Com- 
mittee that Patridc-street, leading to the Cathedral, is such a passage as carriages 
could conveniently go by ? — Yes. 

469. You will ?'—Yes, I have stated so, and perhaps the Committee will per- 
mit me to explain why I stated so, namely, I do not mean to say that the whole 
of Patrick-street,. the entire street, which is of very considerable length, is suffi- 
ciently broad, hut it is not proposed to take any part of the narrow part of 
Patrick-street. 

470. You state that Patrick-street is inhabited hy people of a very low class? 
—By grocers, tavern-people. 

471. There are shambles, are there not ? — Butchers’ stalls. 

472. Now there is a vegetable market there too ? — In Patrick-street there is, 
connected with the shambles. 

473. You are of opinion that that street is such a street as is a proper approach 
to the Cathedral?— I do not believe that it is the most direct approach. 

474. That is not my question ; 1 asked you a question, and, if necessary, I 
shdl appeal to the shorthand-writer’s notes for it ; be so good as to answer it; 
1 asked you if it was a proper approach to the Cathedral or not r— I answered 
the question by stating, if I had the means of making it a better approach I 
would. 

475. That is one of the approaches upon which you rely as being sufficient, 
and as excluding the necessity for Mitre-alley ? — It is an approach at pr^ent 
used by carts, and I should say that carriages entering that end of Patrick-street 
come from New-street, and do not pass through the bad part of the street that I 
have already named. 

476. Well, as to Mitre-alley, you stated, I think, that Mitre-alley was a place 
for which Mr. Grattan would receive a considerable sum ; how do you know 
that?— Because his name appears in this column as the lessee or reputed lessee 
of four of the houses that are intended to be taken down. 

477. But how can you assume that Mr. Grattan is to receive more than the 
value of that property, when it is to be valued through the medium of a jury ?— 
I have not asserted any such thing. 

478. You stated that?— I said I believed that it would be for his advantage 
that, a jury should fix a value upon them. 

479. I beg your pardon, you said he would receive a considerable sum for a 
very bad property ? — I repeat that 1 believe that will be the natural result. 

480. Although it has to go through the medium of a jury r — Yes. 

481 . You stated also that those houses are a nuisance in Mitre-alley ?— I stated 
that I believed they were occupied by a very humble class of persons. 

482. Ilo you mean to tell the Committee that it would not be a very desirable 
improvement if persons who were going to church should not have to pass 
through this place inhabited by people of that description?— I mean to say that 
they should not, and that they do not ; that they never use it, and that it is not neces- 
sary that they should use it, because they have plenty of approaches without it. 

483. The only approach, you have just told us, is Patrick-street ? — I have dis- 
tinctly stated to the Committee,— and I beg again to set myself right lest I shou 
be misunderstood ; I have stated that there were three distinct approaches, an 
I repeated them and gave their respective breadths, and I stated that it was noi 
necessary to pass through Mitre-alley at all. 

484. Where are those approaches from ; are they from the city ; is it not e 

fact that they are from the country part ? — It is a fact that three of them are Iro 
the city ; that the three may be called city approaches, and that the one, 
broadest, is used by the country as well as by the city. . .v 

485. Which is that broadest approach? — That is the one 

Cathedral, or approaching the Cathedral from New-street, entering at the 
end of Patrick-street. n 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMITTEE ON THE DUBLIN WIDE STREETS BILL. 



33 



486. But still you admit that those houses are a nuisance ?— I admit that if I 
v,-ere the proprietor of them, and having an interest in the matter, 1 would endea- 
vour to take them down, but not at the public expense. 

487. When you were measuring the other places, why did you not measure 
this Mitre-alley, knowing that we intended to enlarge it ?— You do not intend 
to enlarge it ; you intend to remove it altogether. 

458. To widen it by the removal of certain houses ?— Yes, I believe you intend 
to remove them all on both sides. 

459. But you did not measure it ; you did not think it necessary to measure it, 
notwithstanding that yon measured every other approach to St. Patrick’s’ 
Cathedral ?— My reason was this, that it is an exceedingly narrow lane, and that 
it was quite evident to me that a carriage could not pass thi’ough it, because it was 
never used as a carriage-way. 

490. Committee^ Is not there a south gate or south door to the Cathedral? — 
Yes, there are three doors. 

491. Is that soutli door opposite Mitre-alley ?— No ; it is not opposite it, but 
it is near it. 

492. Not far from opposite? — Probably 100 feet ; I am not sure, because I 
did not measure it ; it is at that corner of the Cathedral. 

493. Do not the carriages that come from the south side of Stephen’s-green 
go through Kevin-street, and pass the southern end of Mitre-alley, and then turn 
round to the south gate of the Cathedral ? — No ; they go round, in almost all 
instances, by the broader avenue, New Market; they come inj they just cut 
the end of New-street, and get into a very broad space, being the west end of 
Patrick-street ; they do not come through Kevin-street at all. 

494. They go to the north entrance, and not to the south? — The two 
entrances that are used are the south-west entrance, which is in the neighbour- 
hood of Mitre-alley, and the south-east entrance, which is in Cannon-street, and 
the north entrance, which is the largest door — we may call that the grand 
entrance— is in the broad part of Patrick-street. 

495. Is it the fact that carriages do approach that south-eastern entrance at 
all; is that frequented by persons coming in their carriages? — Yes, it is. 

496. How do they get to it? — I am now speaking of the part near Mitre- 
alley. 

497. Would they not come up Kevin-street, and then turn round so as to 
get there — [the Witness referred to theplaji] — are there not carriages now in the 
habit of approaching the Cathedral through Kevin-street, and setting down the 
people within them at the south entrance ? — This — [pointing to the plan] — is Kevin- 
street j the approach from the respectable part of the city of Dublin is through 
Bride-street, which runs in that direction towards the Castle of Dublin, and 
towards Stephen’s-green, the part occupied by the most respectable portion, 
and the carriages come in here at Kevin-street, the measurement of which I 
gave you at that particular spot ; and they draw up here ; and, according to my 
recollection, there is a door there ; it is at St. Patrick’s North Close ; that is the 
h’ortb Close, and there is a very large space ; several houses were removed to 
aiake it a broad carriage space, where carriages can turn, and then they enter 

tliat door ; then the grand door is there, and that is north ; this is the 
broad part of Patrick-street that I measured from; 1 measured from this point 
to that, and this is occupied by shambles and grocers ; this door runs that way ; 
carriages do not pass there ; there is another broad street, the name of which 
I forget, somewhere here ; they pass along here to the higher entrances, and 
this is Mitre-alley ; they come wide of that part — [pouiting to the map.] 

498. What is the name of that street .^—1 do not know ; I believe it is New- 
®arket-on-the-Coombe ; but this street is the narrow one; that is Kevin-street 
that I measured, and it is proposed to talce away by the Bill all these 
buildings. 

499 - We want to know whether it would not be a great convenience to the 
parties to be able to approach the Cathedral upon the south side, the place now 
occupied by Mitre-alley ?— No ; bearing in mind that those houses are to be 
taken away ; they are numbered in Kevin-street ; those buildings would be left 
|t^ding. I am endeavouring to convey that from this point to that would be 
jaken down by the proposed Bill, and that it would leave that pile of buildings 
rom that point to this standing. There is part of Kevin-street ; this is part of 
Patrick-close, and this is part of Patrick-street ; and by the removal of those 
519- E Hiis 
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this part of the street is very little broader here ; that is not proposed to be 
taheu down j and there would be an angle here that I think would be very little 
accommodation indeed, coming in outside under that wall, which is not proposed 
to be disturbed ; I believe that is a doorway. 

500. There is the south side of Stephen’s-green ; here are all the important 
and respectable streets ; supposing a carriage comes along this way, I believe 
you described them as going round that entrance generally ?— They come here, 
and they can go whichever way they please. 

501. Would it not obviously be a much better and shorter way for them to 

come up that way ?— I beheve, and 1 know of my own knowledge, that it would 
be impossible for a carriage to pass through a more dilapidated or wretched 
suburb of Dublin than that, and I believe that to be too narrow for that purpose ; 
I believe this to be a better accommodation. 

502. Can you show me a mode by which a carriage can reach Caunon-street 
by Stephen’s-green conveniently ?- I cannot state that there is any street in 
the neighbourhood opposite Patrick’s Cathedral that is surficiently broad to be 
a good approach •, for at least a quarter of a mile all round, the streets are the 
very worst in Dublin. 

503. You said it was a convenient mode for parties at Stephea’s-green to come 
that way ; I ask you to show me a way from Cannon-street to Stephen’s-green; 
show me a way except through the miserable neighbourhood ?— All the streets 
are narrow ; I am not sufficiently acquainted with the respective breadths ol 
those streets to say which would be the best. 

Re-examined by Mr. Smyth. 

504. Now, allusion has been made to shambles and markets in Patrick-street ; 
would not they be closed on a Sunday ? — Unquestionably. 

505. Committee.'] Did you ever see a market held there on a Sunday ; did you 
ever see articles sold there, such as eggs, butter, fish, on a Sunday?— I cannot 
charge my memory with ever having seen it, but I should say that it might be 
so without my knowledge, because I am not in the habit of frequenting much 
that neighbourhood, particularly on a Sunday ; I seldom go there. 

Mr. Gorges was heard to sum up the case of the Promoters of the Bill. 

Counsel and parties were ordered to withdraw. 

The Committee deliberated. 

Counsel and parties were called in. 

The Chairman.] 1 am directed to inform you that the Preamble of the 
Bill is considered to be proved. 

Mr. Smyth stated, that although the corporation of Dublin^ considered 
many of the clauses of the Bill highly objectionable, yet his^ instruction? 
were, as they proposed to take another opportunity of expressing their sen- 
timents in another place, to leave the Bill in its present state in the han ? 
of the Committee. 

The clauses were then proceeded with, and 

The Chairman was directed to report the Bill to the House. 
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